
From the President
It’s good to be back home after a month in China doing a tour of the Silk Road—a 
few thousand kilometres from the tropical rain-forests of southern China. I say 
“good” because it’s just reinforced for me how “botanically” lucky we are to 
live in this lush country. We spent much of the tour driving through the vast 
northern deserts of Gobi and Taklamakan. By definition these areas are arid and 
desolate. What vegetation we saw was sparse and stunted. Even Heavenly Lake, 
near Urumqi, in the far north-west of the country, was relatively arid—its conifer 
forest was sparse and, like most conifer forests, was lacking in species’ variety. 
Atmospheric pollution was minimal, though, compared to that found in the big 
cities such as Beijing, but distant views were still obscured by fine particles of 
wind-blown sand from the deserts.

Talking of Beijing, the pollution there was so thick views were limited to a 
few hundred metres. Being not too far from the Gobi Desert, wind-blown sand 
also contributed to the hazy atmosphere. All plants were coated with a thick 
layer of dirt—how I wished for rain to freshen them up. This is why I say we 
are botanically lucky in this country. We are never too far from one of our lush 
native forests—forests with a good range of species, adequate rainfall, and little 
atmospheric pollution.

Just as an aside I came across, for the first time, a flowering Osmanthus 
fragrans in Beijing—what deliciously fragrant flowers it has!

Chris Moore
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Meetings
BotSoc meetings are usually held 
at 7.30 p.m. on the third Monday 
of each month at Victoria 
University, W’gton – Lecture 
Theatre MYLT101, ground floor, 
Murphy Building, west side of 
Kelburn Parade. Enter building 
about 20 m down Kelburn Pde 
from pedestrian overbridge.

Field trips
Day trips to locations in the 
Wellington region are usually 
held on the first Saturday of each 
month. 
Extended excursions are usually 
held at New Year, the first 
weekend in February, and at 
Easter. 

Articles for web site
We welcome articles for  
consideration for inclusion on  
our web site:

www.wellingtonbotsoc.org.nz
Please send your article to:

Richard Herbert
e-mail herbert.r@xtra.co.nz

Writing for the Bulletin
Do you have a botanical observation, 
anecdote, or insight that you could 
share with others in BotSoc? If so, 
please consider contributing it to the 
Wellington Botanical Society Bulletin. 
There is still plenty of space in the next 
issue. For more details and assistance, 
contact Leon Perrie at leonp@tepapa.
govt.nz or 381 7261.
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ATTENDING FIELD TRIPS AND MEETINGS

Ideas please
We welcome your ideas about:
•	 places to visit on field trips
•	 topics and speakers for evening meetings
•	 information or photographs for BocSoc web site
Please send ideas to our secretary, Barbara Clark,  
PO Box 10 412, Wellington 6143, ph 233 8202.

Field trips
If you intend to join a trip, PLEASE phone the leader at 
least TWO DAYS beforehand, so that he/she can tell you of 
any changes and/or particular requirements. If you cannot 
ring in advance, you are welcome to join on the day.
Clothing for field trips
Sun hat, balaclava1 or hat1, waterproof/windproof parka, 
long-sleeved cotton shirt, singlet1, bushshirt1, 1 or 2 
jerseys1, waterproof/windproof overtrousers, nylon shorts, 
longjohns1, longs1, underclothes, swimming togs, 4pr 
socks1, hut shoes, boots, gaiters, mittens1, handkerchief.
Day trip gear
First aid kit, compass2, map2, insect repellant, whistle, 
matches in waterproof container, water purification tablets, 
water bottle, thermos, pocket knife, camera2, binoculars2, 
hand lens2, note book2, pen and pencil2, sunblock, 
sunglasses, large plastic survival bag to line pack.
Overnight trip gear and food
As well as the day trip gear listed above, bring torch, spare 
bulb and batteries, candle, mug, plate, knife, fork, spoon, 
small towel, soap, tooth brush, tent, fly, poles and pegs, 
groundsheet, sleeping mat, sleeping bag, liner and stuff 
bag. Bring bread, butter/margarine, biscuits, fresh fruit 
and scroggin. SCROGGIN = Sultanas, Chocolate or Carob, 
Raisins, Orange peel, Glucose3, Ginger, Including Nuts. 
1 = wool, polypropylene or polarfleece as applicable. 
2 Optional
3 Dried apricots are recommended instead of glucose but 
would spoil the acronym!!
BotSoc equipment
In addition to the gas stoves, billies, kitchen utensils, flies 
etc., used on long field trips, the following are also available: 
•	 first aid kit. NOTE: anti-histamines NOT included, 

because of short shelf-life
•	 ten NZMS 260 Sheet R27, Pt.Q27 maps
•	 ten Silva Type 3 compasses
If you are leading a BotSoc trip, and would like to take these 
items, please ring Chris Horne ph 475 7025, or Barbara 
Mitcalfe ph 475 7149. 

Health and safety
•	 You are responsible for your own first aid kit. If you have 

an allergy or medical condition, please carry your own 
anti-histamines and medications, tell the trip leader of 
any problems you may have and how to deal with them.

•	 You are responsible for keeping with the party. If you 
have any doubts about your ability to do this, you must 
check the trip conditions with the trip leader, who 
reserves the right to restrict attendance.

Fitness and experience
Our field trips vary considerably in the level of fitness and 
tramping experience required. Although our main focus is 
botanical, our programme sometimes offers trips which, 
in the pursuit of our botanical aims, are more strenuous 
than others. Although leaders take care to minimise risks, 
everyone participates at their own risk. If you have any 
questions about whether you are fit enough for a particular 
trip, please contact the leader well beforehand. 

Transport reimbursement of drivers
•	 We encourage the pooling of cars for trips. 
•	 Passengers: Please pay your share of the running costs 

to your driver. We suggest 10c/km/passenger. 
– If a trip on the inter-island ferry is involved, please 
pay your share of the ferry fare. 
– If you change cars mid-trip, leave a written note for 
your driver.

•	 Drivers: Please ensure that you know where you are 
going, and who is in your car;
– Zero the odometer at the start, and agree on a return 
time;
– Account for all your passengers before you come 
back;
– Collect contributions towards transport costs.

Trip leaders
Please draft a trip report for the newsletter.

Meetings
Public transport to meetings
You may find the following bus services useful. They stop 
on Kelburn Parade, about 50 m from Lecture Theatre 
MYLT101 in the Murphy Building, Victoria University:
TO MEETINGS
No. 23 Mairangi: depart Houghton Bay 6.30 p.m., Zoo 
6.40, Courtenay Place 6.50, opposite Supreme Court 6.57, 
University 7.02.
No. 23 Mairangi: depart Southgate 6.55 p.m.,  
Hospital 7.05, Courtenay Place 7.15, opposite Supreme 
Court 7.22, University 7.27.
No. 22 Southgate: depart Mairangi 6.55 p.m.,  
University 7.10.
No. 23 Houghton Bay: depart Mairangi 7.25 p.m.,  
University 7.40.
No. 17 Railway Station: depart Karori Park 6.35 p.m., 
University 6.52.
Cable Car at 00, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 min past each hour from 
Lambton Quay terminus. Alight at Salamanca Station.
FROM MEETINGS
No. 23 Southgate: 9.10 p.m. from University.
No. 23 Southgate: 10.10 p.m. from University.
Cable Car at approx. 01, 11, 21, 31, 41, 51 minutes past 
each hour from Salamanca Station.  
Last service 10.01 p.m.
For further information ring Metlink, Greater Wellington’s 
public transport network, 0800 801-700.
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FIELD TRIPS AND EVENING MEETINGS:  
OCTOBER 2011 – JANUARY 2012

The following programme IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. If you wish to go on a field trip, PLEASE help with 
planning by giving the leader 2 days’ notice before a day trip, MORE notice before weekend trips, and 
SEVERAL WEEKS’ notice before the New Year’s trip. 
Non-members are welcome to come to our meetings and to join us on our field trips.

Monday 17 October: Evening meeting Taranaki – Surf to Summit
Speaker: Val Smith, New Plymouth. The dormant volcano, Mt Taranaki, stands in solitary splendour on the west 
coast of the North Island, revered by Māori and Pākeha alike, and gives local people their sense of identity. Val 
will describe events that influenced the vegetation of Taranaki, and some of the people who contributed to our 
knowledge and appreciation of the Taranaki flora. An illustration of present-day altitudinal zonation of vegetation 
types, with a selection of species and habitats, will be a taste of what we may see on our summer field trip.
Saturday 5 November: Field trip Puffer perambulation, Kaitoke
A track that belies its name. Walk a well-graded track - rather slippery if wet - through regenerating bush with 
mature beech forest in the wetter gullies. We hope the orchids will be in flower - up to 30 species recorded 
according to some authors. We will also see some of the “less often seen” species including Arthropodium cirratum, 
Quintinia serrata, Nematoceras sp., Syzygium maire and Raukaua edgerleyi. Map: Topo50-BP33 Featherston. 
Meet: 9 a.m. in Tararua Forest Park carpark off end of Marchant Rd, off SH2 at Kaitoke. 
Leader: Pat Enright 495 0786 (w)/06 308 8278 (h), deputy-leader Sunita Singh 387 9955.
Saturday 19 November: Field trip Te Marua Bush workbee 
In partnership with Greater Wellington, BotSoc has been committed since 1989 to do weed control and revegetation 
in this important mataī/tōtara/maire remnant in Kaitoke Regional Park (KRP). Our biannual workbees must 
continue so that we keep ahead of re-invasion by weeds particularly around the plantings, so please come to help 
with this important work. Bring weeding gear: gloves, kneeler, weed bag, and your favourite weeding tools e.g. 
trowel, hand fork, grubber, loppers, pruning saw, jemmy. Maps: street, and Topo-BP32 Paraparaumu. Meet at 
Te Marua Bush at 9.30 a.m. (250 m north of Te Marua Store and then left off SH2 for 50 m, along the road to Te 
Marua Lakes, KRP. Coming by train? Ring the leader to arrange to be met at Upper Hutt Station. Catch 8.05 a.m. 
train on Hutt Line from Wellington Station. Co-leaders: Glennis Sheppard 526 7450, Sue Millar 526 7440.
Monday 21 November: Evening meeting A. P{resentation of Allan Mere Award
 B. VUW Students
1. Bridget Read: Processes influencing the establishment and survival of native woody vegetation at Wairio 

Wetlands, Wairarapa. 
2. Guyo Gufu: Functional ecology of ice plants and their role in eco-restoration of NZ sand dunes: an 

investigation into the effect of African iceplant Carpobrotus edulis on Spinifex sericeus using small-scale 
neighbour removal experiment.

3. Maheshini Mawalagedera: Sonchus oleraceus L. (Asteraceae) is an annual herb known as puha by Māori. 
Vegetative shoots of this plant display very high antioxidant activities, which might not translate into a benefit 
for human health. Therefore antioxidant activities of S. oleraceus subjected to simulated gastrointestinal 
digestion were studied, to identify the stability of antioxidants following digestion.

4. Tom Hawkins: Coral-algal symbioses underpin the productivity of Nature’s most diverse ecosystem, yet recent 
and predicted changes place this vital relationship under ever-greater strain. Research into the physiology of 
the symbiosis during times of environmental stress, with particular focus on the activity of radical nitrogen 
compounds that may underpin the ejection of the symbiotic algae from the coral host. 

5. Susanne Krejcek: Interactions between native and introduced coastal senecios and their shared insect 
herbivores. Does plant density matter for host plant choice?

Saturday 3 – Sunday 4 December: Field trip Aorangi Amble, Palliser Bay
Saturday: An easy walk up Mangatoetoe Stream. Numerous stream crossings so expect wet feet. This valley can 
get very hot so suitable sun protection is a must. Sunday: Putangirua Pinnacles. See some local rarities such as 
Anogramma leptophylla, Daucus glochidiatus, Coprosma virescens, Adiantum aethiopicum, Vittadinia australis, 
Pterostylis spp. (including P. foliata), Sophora molloyii, Coriaria “Rimutaka” and help add to the species list. 
Map: Topo50-BR33 Ngawi. Leader: Pat Enright 495 0786(w)/06 308 8278(h). Wgtn contacts: Sunita Singh 387 
9955/027 4052 987, Chris Horne 475 7025/027 474 9300. Meet: 8 15 a.m. cnr Revans/Waite St, Featherston, 
or at 9 a.m. at Pinnacles car park/camping ground. Accommodation: Te Kopi Lodge. Cost: $150 to be shared. 
Cottage sleeps 10 max; tent space available. Dinner: pot luck; bring own breakfast and lunch. Friday overnight 
stay available at Sunita’s bach, Ocean Beach; limited accommodation; phone to book stay.
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Saturday 10 December: Field trip Rātā walk, Waiwhetu, Lower Hutt
View rātā in their flowering glory. Leader: Dave Holey 566 3124.
Meeting details in next newsletter.

20–29 January 2012: Summer field trip Taranaki
Based at Vertical Horizons, Everett Rd, Inglewood.
Botanising possibilities include the option of at least 2 days on Mt Taranaki (staying overnight on the mountain), 
remnants of swamp and coastal forest around New Plymouth, coastal herb fields of North and South Taranaki, 
coastal forest north of Mount Messenger, and bush remnants of inland Taranaki.
Booking ESSENTIAL. Contact: Mick Parsons 04 972 1148 for information. mtparsons@paradise.net.nz 

EVENTS

•	 18 – 20 November. Wellington Home & Garden Show. 
Westpac Stadium, Wellington. 
Kirsty Randell, Jade Promotions, Box 8516, Havelock North.  
Ph 06 877 6475 ext 701. www.homeandgardenshow.co.nz  
Note: BotSoc’s display, designed by Sunita Singh and Mick 
Parsons, will be at the show.

•	 1 – 6 December. 26th John Child Bryophyte and Lichen 
Workshop. Matawai; 70 km north of Gisborne on SH 2. For 
anyone interested in bryophytes and/or lichens, from novice 
amateurs to professional botanists. Aim: to gain and share 
knowledge of, and encourage an interest in, NZ’s mosses, 
liverworts, hornworts and lichens. Regular attendees are 

friendly and welcoming; guidance is provided for beginners. 
Microscopes, lectures, breakfast and lunch-making areas will 
be in Matawai Hall. Each day will consist of a field trip (usually 
everyone together), returning to Matawai mid-afternoon for 
microscope work with lectures & further time for work after 
dinner. 
Accommodation: backpackers, or nearby cottages/shearers’ 
quarters. Total costs c. $380 max/person for accommodation, 
meals and field trip transport. 
Further information from the organisers: Anne Redpath 
mailto:wairataforestfarm@farmside.co.nz”, and Leon Perrie 
mailto:leonp@tepapa.govt.nz.

GRANTS AVAILABLE
Continuing. GWRC Wetland Incentive Programme. Provides 
advice and financial assistance with protecting wetlands on 
private land throughout the region. GWRC also has a programme 
that advises and assists landowners with natural areas of value on 
the coast.  
www.gw.govt.nz/restoring-natural-areas/
•	 Tim Park, Biodiversity Policy Advisor, Environmental Policy, 

Environment Management , GWRC, Box 11 646, WN 6142. 
Freephone 0800 496 734, mob 021 972 759, DD 04 801 1036, 
fax 04 385 6960. www.gw.govt.nz

26 October. Lucy Cranwell 2012 student grant for botanical 
research. $2000 grant from Auckland Botanical Society available 
to assist a student studying for PhD, MSc, or BSc (Hons) in 
any tertiary institution in NZ whose thesis project deals with 
some aspect of NZ’s flora and vegetation. Priority will be given 
to projects relevant to the northern half of the North Island. 
Information: aucklandbotanicalsociety@gmail.com. Application 
form and rules at:
•	 http://sites.google.com/site/aucklandbotanical	society/
30 October. Wellington City Council Environmental Grants. 
Criteria, application forms and other information from:
•	 Grants Advisor, WCC, Box 2199, WN 6140, 499 4444,  

www.wellington.govt.nz/services/grants
Continuing. Streams Alive. Greater Wellington Regional Council 
(GWRC) stream restoration programme supporting private 
landowners in the region. Landowners in the 12 highest priority 
catchments (see list in article in May newsletter) may be eligible 
for funding which can cover the cost of eco-sourced native plants, 
planting by contractors, and follow-up spraying for two years. 
The landowner is required to permanently exclude livestock from 
the site through adequate fencing, control weeds, and commit to 
continuing protection and maintenance of the site. 
•	 Anna	Burrows	(Biodiversity	Restoration	Advisor	-	Riparian),	

anna.burrows@gw.govt.nz	,	04	830	4423	or	027	6120	790.	
GWRC	Te	Pane	Matua	Taiao.	1056	Fergusson	Dr,	Box	11	646,	
Manners	St,	WN	6142.	www.gw.govt.nz/streams-alive/

1 November. Te Papa MSc Scholarship in Molecular 
Systematics at Victoria University. The Museum of New 
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa and Victoria University of 
Wellington (VUW) offer a Master of Science (MSc) scholarship 
in the field of molecular systematics at VUW. The student stipend 
is $10,000 over two years. 
Potential projects for 2012–2013 include: analysing the 
population genetics of lancewood (Pseudopanax crassifolius) to 
locate its glacial refugia; unravelling a species complex in the NZ 
forget-me-nots (Myosotis); or another group to be determined. 
•	 For	more	details,	contact	Leon	Perrie	(leonp@tepapa.govt.nz).
Dates to be advised. Biodiversity Fund. Funding round expected 
early in 2012. Contact biofunds@doc.govt.nz to ask to be put on 
e-mail address list so you will be told when applications open and 
close. www.biodiversity.govt.nz/biofunds 
Applicable to projects on private land. Discuss your proposed 
project and application with Fund staff: Susie James ph 0800 86 
2020 or biofunds@doc.govt.nz  
Read the Biodiversity Fund Guides and Exclusions for Funding. 
www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html 
Online applications: Use the form for the Advice Fund or 
Condition Fund. www.biodiversity.govt.nz/apply. The on-line 
application guide has notes and hints. www.biodiversity.govt.nz/
land/nzbs/pvtland/Guide_4_Electronic_Online_Applications.pdf  
Manual applications: Use the revised application forms.  
www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html 
•	 Funds	Team,	Kaupapa	Atawhai	Group,	Department	of	

Conservation,	Te	Papa	Atawhai,	Conservation	House,	18-32	
Manners	St,	Box	10-420,	WN	6143,	Freephone	0800	86	2020,	
Email	biofunds@doc.govt.nz	

Help raise funds for BotSoc’s Jubilee Award Fund –  
bring named seedlings/cuttings for sale at each evening meeting

mailto:mtparsons@paradise.net.nz
http://www.homeandgardenshow.co.nz 
mailto:wairataforestfarm@farmside.co.nz\" 
mailto:leonp@tepapa.govt.nz
http://www.gw.govt.nz/restoring-natural-areas/
http://www.gw.govt.nz
mailto:aucklandbotanicalsociety@gmail.com 
http://sites.google.com/site/aucklandbotanical society/
http://www.wellington.govt.nz/services/grants
mailto:anna.burrows@gw.govt.nz 
http://www.gw.govt.nz/streams-alive/
mailto:leonp@tepapa.govt.nz
file://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/biofunds
mailto:biofunds@doc.govt.nz
http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html
file://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/apply
http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/Guide_4_Electronic_Online_Applications.pdf
http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/Guide_4_Electronic_Online_Applications.pdf
http://www.biodiversity.govt.nz/land/nzbs/pvtland/conditionapps.html
mailto:biofunds@doc.govt.nz
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AWARDS
30 October. Wellington Botanical Society Jubilee Award 2011. 
See article in this newsletter.

30 October. The Arnold and Ruth Dench New Zealand 
Botanical Award. See article in this newsletter.

PUBLICATIONS

1. New R&D Publications. This memo is available at:  
www.doc.govt.nz/memo 
•	 Publishing Team, DOC, Box 10 420, WN 6143.
2a. Footnotes. 8/11: www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/
newsletters/footnotes/footnotes-august-2011/
2b. Checklist of vascular plants recorded from Chatham 
Islands. Update and revision of 1999 checklist, includes exotic 
naturalised as well as indigenous plants. Printed copy $15. Pdf 
free download from www.doc.govt.nz/publications/conservation/
native-plants.
•	 Wellington Hawke’s Bay Conservancy, Box 5086, WN 6145.
3. Waitangi Tribunal Report WAI 262. Vol.1 – Summary 
report, $46; vols. 2 & 3 – main report $214.36. C. 1000 pp.
•	 Waitangi Tribunal, DXSX11237, WN. Ph 04 914 3000.

4. Evaluating the use of 1080: Predators, poisons and silent 
forests. 6/11. 85 pp. Free.
•	 Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, Box 10 

241, WN 6143, 04 471 1669. www.pce.parliament.nz

5. National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2011. 
•	 Ministry for the Environment www.mfe.govt.nz/freshwaternps

6. Biocontrol agents for weeds in NZ – a quick reference. 
2008. A2 colour brochure.
•	 Landcare Research, Box 40, Lincoln, Canterbury7640. 

Hayesl@landcareresearch.co.nz

7. Online electronic flora (eFlora). Launched 12/10, to update 
our sometimes much older floras. Long-term project is to include 
marine and land plants, natives and weeds and vascular and 
non-vascular plants. First genus covered is Hypericum – see 
www.nzflora.info/factsheet/Taxon/Hypericum.html. (Source: 
Manawatu BotSoc newsletter 6/11 44).
•	 Landcare Research

8. NZ virtual herbarium. Collective project between 12 NZ 
herbaria. Information has been placed in an electronic file from 
each herbarium collection to create an online resource free for 
anyone to use. A search for a species, native or exotic, produces 
a distribution map based on the databased specimens. (Source: 
Manawatu BotSoc newsletter 10/11 45).
•	 www.virtualherbarium.org.nz/home

9a. Annual Plan 2011/12 – approved. Parks & forests – p34-37. 
95 pp.
9b. Regional Plan review. 2 7/11.
9c. Green Shoots. 6-7/11: Baring Head; parks volunteer 
programme review; Hutt River Trail extended (Ed: see fine 
kahikatea forest); Otaki Estuary; planting private land near 
Ruamahanga Cut-Off; etc.
•	 Greater Wellington Regional Council, Box 11 646, WN 6142. 

384 5708. 

10. Branch Out. Wellington City Council e-newsletter. 
Spring/11: Seton Nossiter Pk; Island Bay Coast Care Group; 
Trelissick Pk; seed-collection permits; WCC supplies 57 groups 
with total of 20,000 plants; etc.
•	 Book via info@wcc.govt.nz. Ph 499 4444. WCC, Box 2199, WN 

6140.

11a. Planting natives in Wellington. A4 brochure.
11b. Good neighbour guide – Otari-Wilton’s Bush. A4 brochure.
11c. Explore Otari Forest. A4 leaflet.
•	 Wellington City Council. Box 2199, WN.

12. NZ Journal of Botany. Publishes original research papers 
on all aspects of the botany, mycology, and phycology of the 
South Pacific, Australia, South America, southern Africa, and 
Antarctica
•	 www.royalsociety.org.nz Publishers www.tandf.co.uk/journals.

13. Victorius. Autumn 11: evolution of NZ Plantago – MSc 
study; etc.
•	 Victoria University of Wellington, Box 600, WN.		

www.victoria.ac.nz

14. NZ Botanical Society. 104 6/11: regional botsocs’ news; 
weed identification key online; new names for NZ ferns; 
University of Waikato botanical theses; biographical note: 
Stephenson Percy Smith 1840-1922, hence Streblus smithii; etc. 
105 9/11: Dr Wendy Nelson awarded 2011 Allan Mere; regional 
botsocs’ news; A P Druce’s trip book - orders sought; voucher 
specimens in the molecular age; William Lauder Lindsay’s 
letters re Sven Berggren’s visit 1874-5; kangaroo grass/Themeda 
triandra; Felix Arthurv Douglas Cox – biographical sketch; etc.         
14b. NZ Botanical Society Newsletter. Subscription $25 ($18 if 
paid by due date on invoice). Back issues: No. 1 (8/85) onwards 
$7 ea.  
•	 NZBotSoc, c/- Canterbury Museum, Rolleston Ave, CH 8001. 

www.nzbotanicalsociety.org.nz	

15. Trilepidea. 90 5/11: Phil Knightbridge; Uncinia strictissima; 
Myoporum semotum endemic to Chatham Islands; rare plants 
in a Porirua wasteland; International Year of Forests; Network’s 
image library tops 22,000; on-line bookshop; etc. 91 6/11: threat 
status of 4 Chatham Is. species improves; Mida is an endemic 
NZ genus; NZ biodiversity enhancement survey; website for 
Southlanders; Landcare’s weed identification key on-line; etc. 92 
7/11: Global Partnership for Plant Conservatiom meeting – John 
Sawyer’s preliminary report; Leptinella potentillina; DOC to lose 
102 support jobs; 1080 must not be banned says Environment 
Commissioner; training module re growing native plants 
and managing a nursery; Mt Aspiring NPk Mgmt. Plan; new 
Lepidium on Snares Islands; Mt Ida remains conservation land; 
Kermadec Biodiversity Expedition – part 1; primary school’s 
environmentally friendly carpark; Chatham Islands vascular 
plant checklist; Otago and Southland CMS reviews; etc. 93 8/11: 
Landcover Database; plant fact sheet pdf maker; Coprosma 
talbrockiei; tree protection in AK from 1/1/12; Kermadec 
Biodiversity Expedition – part 2 – The Meyers; Cassytha 
paniculata a possible indigenous biocontrol for gorse?; flower 
colour on Network’s search engine; new book on NZ’s native 
trees; world’s plant experts call for renewed plant conservation 
efforts; etc.    
Subscriptions: individual $40; unwaged $15; NGO $60; corporate 
– 6 members - $250; corporate – 25 members - $500. 
•	 NZ Plant Conservation Network, Box 16 102, WN 6242. 

events@nzpcn.org.nz

16a. Auckland Botanical Society. Journal vol. 66 (1), 6/11: Lucy 
Cranwell lecture: “Plants of the canoe people”; trip reports with 
plant lists; etc. Some back issues - $5 incl. p&p.

http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/newsletters/footnotes/footnotes-august-2011/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/newsletters/footnotes/footnotes-august-2011/
www.doc.govt.nz/publications/conservation/native-plants
www.doc.govt.nz/publications/conservation/native-plants
http://www.pce.parliament.nz 
http://www.mfe.govt.nz/freshwaternps
mailto:Hayesl@landcareresearch.co.nz 
http://www.nzflora.info/factsheet/Taxon/Hypericum.html. 
http://www.virtualherbarium.org.nz/home
mailto:info@wcc.govt.nz 
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz 
http://www.victoria.ac.nz
http://www.nzbotanicalsociety.org.nz
mailto:events@nzpcn.org.nz 
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16b. News-sheet 6/11: Dodonaea viscosa; etc. 7/11: Paspalum 
orbiculare; Janeen Collings, Senior Regional Advisor (Flora), 
Auckland Council; etc. 7/11: Muehlenbeckia ephedroides; tree 
protection – Environment Court decision; etc. 9/11: botany of 
North Cape – talk; Centrolepis strigosa; etc. 10/11: South Island 
high country tussocklands - talk; etc.  
•	 ABS,	Box	26	391,	Epsom,	AK	1344.

17a. Botanical Society of Otago. Newsletter 63 6/11: native 
carrot Daucus glochidiatus; Aciphylla dobsonii; Boyd Creek - 
highlights of BSO/WN BotSoc summer trip; etc. 64 9/11: new 
lichen found in western Fiordland – see report in this newsletter; 
boxthorn threat; etc. Download newsletter from: 
http://www.botany.otago.ac.nz/bso/newsletter.php
17b. BSO 2012 calendar. $20, $36 for 2; + $2.50 p&p.
•	 BSO,	Box	6214,	North	Dunedin	9059.

18. Canterbury Botanical Society. Newsletter 6/11: invasive 
potential of 3 Acacia species; why NZ’s tree-line is so low; etc. 
7/11: ferns of the Port Hills – talk; 8/11: root systems research – 
talk; etc. 9/11: stabilising characteristics of plants’ roots– report; 
ChCh Botanic Gardens herbarium; etc. 
•	 CBS, Box 8212, Riccarton, CH 8440.

19. Manawatu Botanical Society. Newsletter 44 6/11: Sophora 
molloyi; Dactylanthus taylorii, Mangaweka S.R.; Paengaroa 
S.R., Taihape; reserves at Rangiwahia; distinguishing Blechnum 
triangularifolium and B. novae-zelandiae; etc. 45 10/11: pūriri; 
Pohangina Valley botany; divaricating plants at Paengaroa S.R.; 
Pittosporum obcordatum heart-leaved kohuhu; etc.
•	 MBS,	Ecology	Group,	INR,	Massey	University,		

Palmerston	North.

20a. Rotorua Botanical Society. Newsletter. 56 6/11: Chris 
Eckroyd’s 37 years at National Forestry Herbarium; botanising 
near East Cape, and other areas, with plant lists; Okareka 
mistletoe restoration project; etc.
20b. Newsletter index. No. 1 (1984) to no. 50 (2008) available on 
CD with hyperlinks to individual articles. $25 incl. p&p.
20c. Checklist of indigenous and naturalised vascular plants 
in the Bay of Plenty. $27; book + CD $37, including p&p. 
•	 RBS, c/o The National Forestry Herbarium, Scion,  

PBag 3020, Rotorua.

21. Wellington Botanical Society. Bulletin no. 53 6/11: What’s 
in your lawn?; Helen M Druce; vascular flora of Maungaraho 
Rock S.R.; non-local indigenous NZ vascular plants self-
propagating in Wellington; nīkau in Wellington; BotSoc at 
Milford fjord; Arnold W J Dench; history of kauri in Otari-
Wilton’s Bush; in Pseudopanax are female and male flowers 
separated on different individuals?; plight of some indigenous 
Wellington grasses.  
Non-members: $22 incl. p&p; additional copies for members: $17 
incl. p&p.
•	 WBS,	Box	10	412,	WN	6143.	

22. Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust. News and Views 6/11: walks and 
workbee programme; curator’s report; collecting trip in Central 
Otago; Elingamita johnsonii; etc. 9/11: walks and workbee 
programme; curator’s report; impact of snow at Otari; work of 
revegetation volunteers; ; Jock Fleming 1923-2011; Aciphylla 
pinnatifida; etc. 
•	 OWB	Trust,	160	Wilton	Rd,	Wilton,	WN	6012.	

23. Forest & Bird. 341 8/11: findings on 1080; weevil kills 
buddleia; controlling logging on private land; protecting West 
Coast wetlands; defending Mackenzie Basin; DOC to lose key 
expertise; declining freshwater quality; ChCh quakes’ impact 
on nature and naturalists; basket fungus; ecosystem restoration 
on an Auckland volcanic cone; Sir Alan Mark profiled; Robyn 
Smith’s Titahi Bay garden; cultivating native plants; Denniston 
Plateau – indigenous ecosystem threatened by mine proposal; 

White Island; the political parties’ vision for conservation and the 
environment; scarlet-coloured vegetation in our forests; people’s 
comments on the value of fenced sanctuaries; use of seed balls to 
revegetate gorse-clad areas; rengarenga on Wairarapa coast; etc.
•	 Forest & Bird, Box 631, WN 6140. Office@forestandbird.org.nz

24. Friends of the Wellington Botanic Garden. Newsletter. 
8/11: Winsome Shepherd 1921-2011; fungi in the garden; etc.
•	 FoWBG,	Box	28	065,	Kelburn,	WN	6150.

25. Gorge Gazette. 7/11: ‘Adopt-a-spot’ reports; ngaio or 
boobialla/Tasmanian ngaio?; climbing dock; ferns in forest 
remnant; etc.
•	 Peter.reimann@paradise.net.nz

26. Matiu Really Matters. 9/11: rangers’ report; planting 
programme; etc.
•	  Matiu/Somes Island Charitable Trust, c/o Box 39 294,  

Lower Hutt 5045.

27. Wairarapa Wildlife Warriors – protecting our native birds 
and animals.
•	 Volunteer-wairarapa@doc.govt.nz Ph 06 377 0700.

28. Oho Mai Puketi. 20 6/11: plants thrive now possum numbers 
low; etc.
•	 Puketi Forest Trust, Box 257, Kaeo, Northland 0448.

29. Ecolink. 6/11: ECO’s Catchment and Coastal Issues, Marine 
and Oceans, and Conservation and Environmental Management 
Working Groups – roles; conservation needs 1080; etc. 9-10/11: 
election issues; incorporated societies law reform; cuts at DOC; 
etc.
•	 ECO, Box 11 057, WN 6142. www.eco.org.nz
30. Pīpipi. 34 5/11: Canterbury earthquakes; Peacock Park added 
to Hinewai; Hymenophyllum flexuosum and H. cupressiforme 
found on Banks Peninsula; māhoe supresses gorse within 10 
years; etc.
•	 Hinewai	Reserve,	RD3	Akaroa	7583.

31. Walking access – rights and responsibilities. Brochure.
•	 NZ Walking Access Commission, Box 12 348, Thorndon, WN. 

04 815 8502. www.walkingaccess.govt.nz;  
contact@walkingaccess.govt.nz

32. Galapagos News. Spring/summer 2011: alien plants survey; 
Galapagos species checklist; etc. Available on loan from BotSoc.
•	 Friends of Galapagos NZ, info@galapagos.org.nz; www.

galapagos.org.nz

33. Muelleria - Plant and Fungal Taxonomy & Systematics. Vol 
29(2): papers on Thelymitra aristata and Caladenia tentaculata; 
etc.
•	 Royal	Botanic	Gardens	Melbourne,	PBag	2000,	Birdwood	Ave,	

South	Yarra,	VIC	3141,	Australia.

34. NZ’s native trees. John Dawson and Rob Lucas. 2011. 576 pp, 
more than 320 species, subspecies and varieties, and more than 
2300 photos. RRP $120.
•	 Bookshops. See flyer in this newsletter.
35. Native by design: Landscape design with NZ plants. 
Editors: Ian Spellerberg & Michele Frey, photos by John 
Mallard. 292 pp. RRP $45.00; BotSoc price $40.50 + $7.00 p&p. 
Information: mwpress@landcareresearch.co.nz
•	 Manaaki Whenua Press, Box 40, Lincoln 7640.  

Order	at	www.mwpress.co.nz

36. Aspects of Darwin: a NZ celebration. Eds. D Galloway & J 
Timmins. 2010. 180pp. $34.95 + p&p.
•	 The Friends of Knox College Library, Dunedin. 

http://www.botany.otago.ac.nz/bso/newsletter.php
mailto:Office@forestandbird.org.nz 
mailto:Peter.reimann@paradise.net.nz 
mailto:Volunteer-wairarapa@doc.govt.nz 
http://www.eco.org.nz
http://www.walkingaccess.govt.nz; 
mailto:contact%40walkingaccess.govt.nz?subject=
mailto:info@galapagos.org.nz; 
http://www.galapagos.org.nz
http://www.galapagos.org.nz
http://www.mwpress.co.nz
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Letters to the editor
We welcome your comments on any aspect of BotSoc’s 
activities:
•	 places you would like to visit on fi eld trips
•	 topics for evening meetings
•	 topics for BotSoc’s Bulletin and Newsletter
•	 other matters of concern or interest to you.

Th e committee 

New members 
We welcome the following: Tim and Dee Armstrong, 
Jonathan Bussell/Hutt City Council, Dr Stephen Hartley, 
Mike Orchard, Erin (Barbara) Petherick, Gil and Helen 
Roper.

Rodney Lewington, Treasurer

SUBMISSIONS CALLED FOR
1 November. People in Wellington and Auckland regions. List 
of weed species causing you the most concern in the natural areas 
you are working in. See article in this newsletter re Plant Me 
Instead booklets.
•	 amthompson@doc.govt.nz

SUBMISSIONS MADE

Toward 2040: A Smart Green Wellington 
Wellington City Council recently released its “2040” 
consultation document proposing that Wellington become 
a smart, green city by working towards four high-level 
goals: a people-centred city, an eco-city, and a connected 
city with a dynamic central city. Th ere are many sound 
ideas in the document, and Council has since adopted the 
strategy. 

One of the most intriguing statements in “2040” is 
that Th e city will take an environmental leadership role 
as the capital of clean and green New Zealand.  It will be 
interesting to see if this generates some new opportunities 
for the city’s scientifi c and ecological research institutions.

From a botanical perspective, the eco-city section of the 
strategy was reassuring, but not particularly inspirational: 

Th e city will continue to invest in its 
network of natural assets – parks, 
gardens, coastline, town belt and 
reserves (as well as green buildings).  
Th ese help to support biodiversity 
while also absorbing carbon emissions, 
and forming part of Wellington’s green 
infrastructure.
Local and regional government 
facilitate decisions … as well as how 
to manage the city’s forests, parks 
and open spaces in ways that support 
environmental aims. 

In our submission, we encouraged Council to do some 
long-term thinking about trees and forests.  Th e right 
mix of trees in the right places will help the city and the 
region become more self-suffi  cient and resilient, as well as 
protecting our remaining indigenous biodiversity. It may 
also help future citizens and councils avoid the loss of well-

being and the costs associated with trees being planted, or 
left to grow, in the wrong places. A joined-up plan covering 
a larger area could generate even more benefi ts because 
many other organisations and landowners can infl uence 
the fate and future of trees within and beyond Wellington 
City.  

Point Dorset Reserve Management Plan 
We supported the general direction, objectives and policies 
of the draft management plan. Our main additional 
comment was to encourage Council and the Port Nicholson 
Settlement Block Trust to start taking steps to acquire the 
adjacent private land.  

Guiding Principles for Town Belt Legislative and 
Policy Review 
Th e fi rst Management Plan for the Town Belt was fi nally 
approved about 17 years ago, so a review is timely.  But 
we were puzzled by Council’s decision to start the review 
process by consulting on six guiding principles.  Most of 
the proposed principles initially sounded reasonable, for 
example, Th ere will always be a Town Belt in Wellington, 
and the Town Belt’s natural character will be protected 
and enhanced. Th is feeling changed as we pondered the 
diff erent ways that terms such as ‘natural character’ could 
be interpreted.  We’ve encouraged Council to use the much 
more sophisticated terminology that has emerged over the 
last decade to diff erentiate between the processes and goals 
of, for example, revegetation, natural regeneration and 
ecological restoration. Th is will lead to developing more 
specifi c ecological goals for particular sites.  

Bev Abbott, 
Submissions Co-ordinator

DOC Wellington 
Visitor Centre 
Te Pae Manuhiri, Te Rohe 
ō Te Whanganui ä Tara

Conservation House, 
18–32 Manners St

•  Track, hut, conservation 
information 

• Kapiti Island visitor permits
• Hut tickets, backcountry hut 

passes 
• Hunting permits

Open:  Mon – Fri  9 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 
Sat  10 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

Tel: 04 384 7770 �Fax: 04 384 7773
E-mail: wellingtonvc@doc.govt.nz 
Web: www.doc.govt.nz
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Applications sought for the Arnold and 
Ruth Dench New Zealand Botanical 

Award
As members of the Wellington Botanical Society, Arnold 
and Ruth Dench derived much personal satisfaction from 
participating in many of its activities. The passing of Ruth in 
2007 and Arnold in 2010 brought to an end their long and 
active association with the society. Arnold and Ruth grew 
and propagated native plants, concentrating on alpines, 
which thrived in their windy garden in the Wellington 
suburb of Newlands. Together, they propagated cuttings 
and seed provided by botanists such as Tony Druce. These 
they gladly made available for study. Today, their plants can 
be found in Otari-Wilton’s Bush, Percy Scenic Reserve and 
many private gardens.

Alison Dench, Arnold and Ruth’s daughter, has 
generously made available an annual award of $1,000 
in memory of her parents. The Award aims to enhance 
understanding and awareness of NZ’s indigenous flora 
including interactions between indigenous flora and 
invasive species (flora or fauna). The Award will be 
administered by the Wellington Botanical Society Inc.

The Award is available to NZ citizens and others who 
are working or studying botanically oriented subjects in 
NZ. The Award may be to:
•	 A professional botanist or plant ecologist at a NZ 

university, the Department of Conservation, or a Crown 
Research Institute. 

•	 A university student, ideally pursuing post-graduate 
research; or 

•	 A horticultural apprentice or intern studying for a 
relevant horticultural qualification 

It will be granted for: fieldwork; artistic endeavour; 
publication; research; propagation or cultivation of NZ 
native plants for educational purposes and/or other studies 
or projects which promote the better understanding of NZ’s 
indigenous flora and vegetation. The interpretation of these 
conditions will be flexible, except that the main criterion 
will be the furtherance of knowledge or promotion of the 
intrinsic value of NZ’s indigenous flora and vegetation. 
se Award may be used to defray costs such as travel, 
accommodation, materials or publication. 

Applications for the Award 
Applications should be made in typescript to: Secretary, 
Wellington Botanical Society Inc., PO Box 10 412, 
Wellington 6143, or by e-mail to bj_clark@xtra.co.nz , by 
30 October 2011

There is no prescribed application form, but the 
following must be provided:
•	 the applicant’s name
•	 postal address, telephone number and e-mail address
•	 any relevant position held and, where relevant, the 

name and contact details of the supervisor or trainer 
under whom an applicant is studying or working

•	 a summary statement of the applicant’s 
accomplishments in the field of botany or horticulture 
– no more than one page 

•	 an outline and timetable for the project for which the 
Award is sought 

•	 a budget for the project as a whole, detailing the 
proposed use of the Award funds.

Selection 
The Award will be made to one applicant per year selected 
by a subcommittee nominated by the general committee 
of the Wellington Botanical Society. This subcommittee 
will consult with Alison Dench in making the Award. 
Applicants will be informed of the results in writing, by 24 
December of that year. 

The subcommittee may reserve the right to make no 
Award if no suitable applications are received.

It is a requirement of the Award that a report be made 
to the Wellington Botanical Society on the outcome of 
the supported project, and that any resulting report or 
publication acknowledge the financial support of The 
Arnold and Ruth Dench New Zealand Botanical Award.

The successful applicant will be required to provide, at 
an agreed time, an account of their expenditure of Award 
funds. 

The name of the Award recipient, the value of the Award, 
and a synopsis of the funded project will be published in 
the Annual Report of Wellington Botanical Society.

 Rodney Lewington, Treasurer 

Jubilee Award 2011 – Applications sought
The Wellington Botanical Society invites applications for 
an Award of up to $2,600 to encourage and assist applicants 
to increase knowledge of New Zealand’s indigenous flora, 
and to commemorate the Society’s Jubilee in 1989. 

Purpose of the award
The Award is open to anyone working in New Zealand. 
It will be granted for: fieldwork; artistic endeavour; 
publication; research; propagation or cultivation of NZ 
native plants for educational purposes and/or other studies 
which promote the better understanding of NZ’s indigenous 
flora and vegetation. The interpretation of these conditions 
will be flexible, except that the main criterion will be the 
furtherance of knowledge or promotion of the intrinsic 
value of NZ’s indigenous flora and vegetation. The Award 
may be used to defray costs such as travel, accommodation, 
materials or publication. 

Applications for the Award 
Applications should be made in typescript to: Secretary, 
Wellington Botanical Society, PO Box 10 412, Wellington 
6143, or by e-mail to bj_clark@xtra.co.nz , by 30 October 
2011. 

There is no prescribed application form, but the 
following must be provided:
•	 the applicant’s name,
•	 postal address, telephone number and e-mail address.
•	 any relevant position held 
•	 a summary statement of the applicant’s 

accomplishments in the field of botany – no more than 
one page 

•	 an outline and timetable for the proposed project for 
which the Award is sought 

•	 a proposed budget for the project 

Selection 
The Award will be made to one or more applicants selected 
by a subcommittee nominated by the general committee 
of Wellington Botanical Society. Award(s) will be made, 

mailto:bj_clark@xtra.co.nz
mailto:bj_clark@xtra.co.nz
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and applicants informed of the results in writing, by 24 
December 2011. Successful applicants will be required to 
provide, at an agreed time, a short report on what they have 
achieved, and an account of their expenditure of Award 
funds. The names of the Award recipients, the value of the 
Award(s), and a synopsis of the project(s) will be published 
in the Annual Report of Wellington Botanical Society.

President’s Report, 72nd Annual 
General Meeting of the Wellington 

Botanical Society.
Highlights
•	 An excellent joint summer trip to Fiordland with the 

Botanical Society of Otago.
•	 The discovery by Allison Knight of a lichen, new to 

science, during the summer trip.
•	 Publication of Bulletin 53 by Leon Perrie.
•	 Securing continued tenure for our monthly meetings 

in Lecture Room MYLT101, Murphy Building, Victoria 
University.

•	 AP Druce Memorial 2010 lecture by Lisa Forrester on 
Northland’s special plants and places. 

Special thanks
This AGM completes my first year as president. As a 
relative newcomer to the society and, being a bit of a 
botanical novice, I have been delighted with the support 
and encouragement given to me by the membership and by 
the committee in particular. My sincere thanks to you all.

Membership
There was a slight fall in membership over the year. This 
was largely the result of culling 13 non-paying members 
from the membership list. Current membership comprises 
122 Ordinary Members, 48 Country Members, 56 Group 
Members, 41 Life Members, and 3 Student Members. 
Seven new members joined during the year. 

It was sad to lose society stalwart Arnold Dench 
who died on 29 August 2010. His regular attendance at 
meetings, with all manner of plants from his garden for 
sale, will be sorely missed. His botanical legacy will live on 
with many of his plants being distributed to Otari-Wilton’s 
Bush and Percy Scenic Reserve. A memorial award has 
been established in Arnold and Ruth Dench’s name; details 
are shown under Awards. 

We send our condolences to the families of Jeanette 
Putnam, ‘Jock’ Fleming, and Harry Stimpson, who died 
during the year.

Trips
The main field trip of the year was our summer trip to 
Fiordland—a joint trip with the Botanical Society of Otago. 
In Fiordland we climbed Gertrude Saddle overlooking 
Milford Sound, Mt Burns above Borland Saddle, and Key 
Summit near the Routeburn Track. A highlight was the 
long climb to Lake Orbell in the Murchison Mountains—
the latter being hallowed ground for conservationists as it 
is the last wild refuge of very rare takahē.

Our accommodation was in the beautiful surroundings 
of Boyd Creek. We stayed either in the Boyd Creek Lodge 
itself, or in tents nearby. The mistletoe Alepis flavida was in 

full flower above one of the tents. The botanical and scenic 
variety of this trip, along with the mostly fine weather, 
made it especially enjoyable.

In addition to the Fiordland trip, there were 11 field 
trips in the relatively plentiful forest in and around the 
Greater Wellington area. These forests lend themselves to 
the continuing efforts of the society to educate and foster 
conservation. In particular, the lists prepared of the native 
and exotic vegetation seen on these trips are an invaluable 
resource for tracking the health of local ecosystems.

Further to the field trips, three workbees were held 
during the year, one to the AP and H Druce QEII National 
Trust Open Space Covenant in Pinehaven, and two to Te 
Marua Bush, Upper Hutt. The society works in partnership 
with Greater Wellington Regional Council to tend this 
reserve. An average of 11 members attended the local field 
trips and workbees.

Meetings
Ten meetings were held during the year. There were no 
meetings in December or January. The most well-attended, 
with 50 members at each, were last year’s AP Druce 
Memorial Lecture on Northland’s Special Plants and Places 
by Lisa Forrester, and a talk about sun orchids and potato 
orchids by Jeremy Rolfe. The average attendance at all 
meetings was in the high thirties. 

Communications

Newsletter
Three newsletters were produced during the year; one each 
in September, December, and May. They were compiled by 
Chris Horne and formatted by Jeremy Rolfe. A very high 
standard was met in each, and the membership has been 
rewarded with a wealth of information on the society’s 
activities.
Website
Richard Herbert has done an excellent job in bringing us 
the redesigned website:  www.wellingtonbotsoc.org.nz
Bulletin
Leon Perrie edited the society’s bulletin 53—it has a great 
variety of well-illustrated articles ranging from what’s in 
our lawns to threats to coastal grasses. 

Community outreach
•	 The society’s display board was set up at Otari-Wilton’s 

Bush for several months. 
•	 Our field trips, which are open to the public, are 

advertised in the Wellington Glean Media Report.
•	 Rodney Lewington and Peter Beveridge took Zealandia’s 

guides on a walk and talk about mosses and liverworts.

Submissions
Bev Abbott, our Submissions Coordinator, made a number 
of submissions during the year with a professionalism that 
ensures they are noted. Her main submission was to the 
Ministry for the Environment on the Proposed National 
Policy Statement on Indigenous Biodiversity.  Her 12-
page report covered our thinking on the objectives and 
policies of the government’s document. (See the May 2011 
newsletter for details). 

Awards
•	 School of Biological Sciences Student Field Grants went 

http://www.wellingtonbotsoc.org.nz
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to Hamish Carson, Guyo Gufu, Tom Hawkins, Susanne 
Krejcek, Maheshini Mawalagedera, and Bridget Read.

•	 Jubilee Award 2010 went to Andrew Gregg and 
Stephanie Rowe for their work on the biography of Dr 
Leonard Cockayne.

•	 NIWA Science Fair Botany Prizes went to Connor Hale 
for her work on “Beating the Bacteria”, and Joshua Dale 
for measuring the insulating properties of various native 
timbers.

•	 H H Allan Mere Award. The society supported the 
nomination of Wendy Nelson, a Wellington seaweed 
expert.

•	 Arnold and Ruth Dench New Zealand Botanical Award. 
This is a new award funded by Alison Dench from the 
estate of her parents, Arnold and Ruth. It will be worth 
about $1,000 to the recipient and will administered by 
the society in consultation with Alison. The first award 
will be made later this year.

The Committee
The committee was convened six times during the year 
from September 2010 to August 2011; each meeting 
was held in a member’s home. All ten members of the 
committee have specific roles which were carried out with 
commitment. Special thanks go to Barbara Clark, our 
secretary, and Frances Forsyth, for keeping us all up to date 
with correspondence, agendas, and minutes. Thanks also to 
Rodney Lewington, our Treasurer, for “making every penny 
count”. 

The fun part of being a member is attending talks given 
by our guest speakers, and going on field trips—these were 
meticulously organised by Sunita Singh and Chris Horne. 
Richard Herbert did a great job bringing our new BotSoc 
web site on line. Thanks to Eleanor Burton, Mick Parsons, 
and Carol West for their support during the year.

Bev Abbott was co-opted onto the committee as 
Submissions Coordinator. Her contribution is covered 
elsewhere in this report.  

Acknowledgements
Thanks and acknowledgements are due to many other 
people, including: 
•	 Jeremy Rolfe for formatting the newsletter and bulletin.
•	 Leon Perrie for editorship of Bulletin No. 53.
•	 Jill Goodwin for proof-reading Bulletin No. 53 and the 

occasional newsletter.
•	 Barry Dent for preparing address labels for the 

newsletters and bulletin.
•	 Julia White for dealing with enquiries received via the 

web site.
•	 Barbara and Kevin Clark for the barbecue for the 

February committee meeting - it’s the one we look 
forward to most.

•	 Victoria University of Wellington and Vice-Chancellor 
Pat Walsh for agreeing to our continued use of lecture 
room Murphy MYLT101 for our meetings.

•	 Mick Parsons and Sheelagh Leary for a superbly run 
summer trip to Fiordland.  

•	 Darea Sherratt for raising money for the Jubilee Fund by 
selling the Otari-Wilton’s Bush greeting cards.

Chris Moore 
President 

Wellington Botanical Society.

Accounts for the year ended  
30 June 2011

The audited accounts for the financial year ended 30 June 
2011 are included in this newsletter.

They show a small surplus on the normal operations of 
the Society and in the operation of most of the grant and 
award accounts. In part this reflects the higher receipt of 
investment income compared with previous years. This is 
due almost entirely to the fortuitous timing of the maturity 
of our time deposits. We received $9,006 compared with 
the abnormally low $2,603 in the year ended June 2010.

As a consequence we have been able to maintain the 
level of grants and awards, as well as reinvest funds to 
compensate for inflation. Invested funds have risen from 
$118,186 to $121,996. 

Donations have also helped, with $1,957 donated to the 
Jubilee Award Fund during the year, in addition to the $704 
proceeds of plant, book and card sales. This generosity 
enhances the ability of the Society to encourage interest in 
the NZ native flora.

The transfer of $960 from the General Account to the 
Student Field Grant Account represents the rent of the 
lecture room we use for meetings. As has been mentioned 
elsewhere, the University allows the Society to use the 
room for our monthly meetings free of charge.

At the end of the 2010-2011 financial year we held 
$6,200 in the current account. Most of this was required 
to pay for Bulletin 53 which was issued in the new financial 
year. As no bulletin came to charge during the year ended 
June 2011, a sum equal to approximately half the printing 
cost had been transferred to the Provision for Bulletin 
Account from the General Account.

Rodney Lewington, Treasurer

Wellington Botanical Society Jubilee 
2011/12 committee

At the 72nd Annual General Meeting, held on 15 August 
2011, the following were elected:

President Chris Moore 479 3924

Vice-Presidents Mick Parsons 972 1148

Carol West 387 3396

Secretary Barbara Clark 233 8202

Treasurer Rodney Lewington 970 3142

Auditor Peter Beveridge 237 8777

Committee Eleanor Burton 479 0497

Frances Forsyth  384 8891

Richard Herbert 232 6828

Chris Horne 475 7025

Sunita Singh 387 9955

Submissions  
co-ordinator

Bev Abbott 475 8468

Bulletin Editor Leon Perrie 381 7261 (w)
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Wellington Botanical Society Inc.Wellington Botanical Society Inc.Wellington Botanical Society Inc.Wellington Botanical Society Inc.Wellington Botanical Society Inc.Wellington Botanical Society Inc.
Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 30 June 2011Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 30 June 2011Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 30 June 2011Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 30 June 2011Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 30 June 2011Income and Expenditure for the Year ended 30 June 2011

General AccountGeneral AccountGeneral AccountGeneral AccountGeneral AccountGeneral AccountGeneral AccountGeneral Account
2010 Expenditure 2011 2010 Income 2011

2,618 Printing and Stationery 1,574 2,935 Ordinary subscription 2,730
480 Post and telephone 675 610 Country subscription 700
299 Meeting and  speakers' expenses 907 15 Student subscription 0
788 Sundry expenses 297 650 Group subscription 790

50 Subscriptions to other organisations 315 380 Subs in arrears received 75
186 Depreciation on equipment 186 4,590 Total Subscriptions 4,295
880 Transfer to Student Award Fund 960 1,004 Interest on investment 3,388

Transfer to Bulletin Account 2,600 55 Sale of  publications 50
346 Surplus on General Account for the year 218

$5,649 $7,733 $5,649 $7,733

Jubilee Award FundJubilee Award FundJubilee Award FundJubilee Award FundJubilee Award FundJubilee Award FundJubilee Award FundJubilee Award Fund
2010 Expenditure 2011 2010 Income 2011

54,491 Opening Balance 55,284
300 Science Fair Award 150 1,585 Donations 1,957

2,500 Jubilee Award 2,500 492 Proceeds of the book sales 437
218 Plant sales 214

43 Card sales (net of cost) 54
55,284 Closing Balance 59,523 1,255 Interest on Investment 4,228

$58,084 $62,173 $58,084 $62,173

Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology 
2,010 Expenditure 2,011 2,010 Income 2,011

3,711 Opening Balance 7,879
200 Student Award 330 4,258 Donations 595

7,879 Closing Balance 8,747 110 Interest on Investment 603
$8,079 $9,077 $8,079 $9,077

Student Field GrantStudent Field Grant
2010 Expenditure 2011 2010 Income 2011

11,201 Opening Balance 10,315
2,000 Grants to Students 2,600 234 Interest on Investment 789

10,315 Closing Balance 9,464 880 Transfer from General Account 960
$12,315 $12,064 $12,315 $12,064

Provision for BulletinProvision for BulletinProvision for BulletinProvision for BulletinProvision for BulletinProvision for BulletinProvision for BulletinProvision for Bulletin
2010 Expenditure 2011 2010 Income 2011

4,245 Printing Bulletin 0 6,119 Opening Balance 1,737
300 Distribution costs 0 163 Sale of bulletins 259

1,737 Closing Balance 4,596 Transfer from General Account 2,600
$6,282 $4,596 $6,282 $4,596

 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2011
2010 Liabilities 2011 2010 Assets 2011

2,010 Life Membership Fund 2,010 1,713 BNZ Current Account 1,127
-123  less unpresented cheques -200

10 Cash held 10
55,284 Jubilee Award Fund 59,523 1,153 BNZ Business on call Account 5,326

7,879 Tom Moss Student Award in Bryology 8,747 2,753   Bank Funds on current account 6,263
10,315 Student Field Grant Fund 9,464

79 Fax Machines less depreciation 28
1,737 Provision for Bulletins 4,596 212 Display unit less depreciation 76

30 Projector 30
16 Stock of Bulletins 16
24 Camping Equipment 24

113 Stock of postage paid envelopes 508
70 Stocks of cards 49
40 Sundry debtors 265

Sundry creditors  (Account 2) 400 Investment  Pool
2,242    Tower  Mortgage Plus Fund 1,180

Accumulated fund as at 30 June 2010 11,612    National Bank 0
 add surplus for the year 218 71,808    BNZ Finance 77,792

44,297   Accumulated fund at 30 June 2011 44,515 32,524    Westpac Term Investment 32,524
   Kiwibank  10,500 121,996

$121,523 $129,255 $121,523 $129,255

I have examined the  accounting records of the Wellington Botanical Society Inc. and have received all the explanations requested.  I believe 
the accounts and balance sheet to be a true and fair record of the Society's operation and its financial position at the close of the financial year.                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                     Peter Beveridge
                                                                                                                                                     Auditor 13 July 2011
Note that the Society has a No 2 Current Account used for handling moneys for field trips.  At 30 June 2011 this had a credit of  $353. A further  
$400 of money for trips is held in the main (audited) account.
This account in not included above and is not subject to audit. 
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Help the Editor
Compiling this newsletter takes several days. If you 
can help by word-processing your own material and 
sending it by e-mail or on disk, preferably in Microsoft 
Word, it would be much appreciated.

Ian (Jock) Fleming
We report with sadness Jock’s death on 8 August, at the age 
of 88. Jock had been a BotSoccer since 2001. We offer our 
condolences to his family.

Rodney Lewington

Allan Mere awarded to  
Dr Wendy Nelson

Wellington Botanical Society is absolutely delighted 
that Wendy Nelson has been awarded the Allan Mere 
for 2011. It was with great pleasure that the committee 
supported the nomination submitted by Peter de Lange 
and Clinton Duffy from Auckland. Many individuals and 
BotSocs also supported the call for acknowledgement of 
Wendy’s leadership, expertise and willingness to share 
her knowledge about the huge diversity of marine algae, 
especially the beautiful and functionally important group of 
red seaweeds. As well as being an internationally recognised 
seaweed taxonomist, Wendy is a strong advocate for 
marine conservation and a fantastic role model for women 
in science. A fuller citation of Wendy’s accomplishments 
can be seen in the latest NZ Botanical Society newsletter.

Congratulations Wendy! Wellington Botanical Society 
is proud of your achievements and pleased to honour you 
as one of our starring members.

Please come along to the last evening meeting of the 
year on Monday 21 November where Wendy will be 
awarded the Mere by Anthony Wright, President, NZ 
Botanical Society.

Carol West

Plant and animal pest information 
from DOC

Plant Me Instead – booklet series
Over the last few years, eight regional Plant Me Instead 
booklets have been produced under the interagency 
Weedbusters awareness programme. Down-load them at 
http://weedbusters.co.nz/get_involved/plant_me_instead.
asp—the Northland one will be loaded soon. 

The two gaps in the regional series standing in the 
way of national coverage are now WELLINGTON* and 
Auckland, and the latter is going ahead soon.

Weedbusters’ Plant Me Instead booklets, provided free 
of charge to the public, are targeted at those still getting to 
grips with the idea that ornamental plants they may have in 
their garden are ‘jumping the garden fence’ and damaging 

natural areas, and that there is something they can do in 
their own gardens to stop this. These gardeners are unlikely 
to seek this information for themselves, but if it is put in 
front of them, in an eye-catching format, they may take 
notice of it. 

The content of each Plant Me Instead booklet covers 
those weed species causing the most concern in natural 
areas in that region, and chosen by those who work in the 
field—it doesn’t matter whether the species has a legal 
status for control or not. 

The process for deciding on booklet size and print run, 
with all agencies that want to order copies putting money 
into one consolidated print budget, to get the best buying 
power, means that the per unit cost of print is minimised. 
This allows the booklets to be given away rather than sold. 

What I would like you to do
It’s simple… just e-mail to amthompson@doc.govt.nz a list 
of the weed species that cause you the most concern in the 
natural areas you are working in. It would be great to get 
your feedback by 1 November. 

Please call me if you would like to discuss this, and 
forward this e-mail to someone else at the weed-face!
* A lower North Island version of Plant Me Instead was 
published in 2005 and reprinted on several occasions 
by the DOC Wellington Conservancy in association 
with Weedbusters and councils. This publication was 
substantially larger than the booklets in the current series 
and was available for sale through garden centres and the 
DOC Wellington Visitor Centre. It is now out of print.

Weeds and pest animals on the web
All three Weed Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) 
in DOC’s Weed Quality Management system are on the 
internet. These SOPs cover weed surveillance, planning 
weed work and reporting and reviewing weed programmes. 
Access them through: 
www.doc.govt.nz/publications/science-and-technical/doc-
procedures-and-sops/weeds/ 

This best-practice technical information can be used by 
communities, iwi, non-governmental agencies, and partner 
organisations, to help projects manage weed work. 

Animal Pest SOPs are also available at: 
www.doc.govt.nz/publications/science-and-technical/doc-
procedures-and-sops/managing-animal-pests/ 

This work is part of DOC’s commitment to sharing 
its knowledge and information with others, and to enable 
more people to participate in conservation. 

Ann Thompson 
Senior Technical Support Officer - Threats 

Department of Conservation—Te Papa Atawhai  
DDI: +64 4 471 3079 

Box 10 420, WN 6143 
18-32 Manners St, WN 6011 

www.doc.govt.nz

http://weedbusters.co.nz/get_involved/plant_me_instead.asp
http://weedbusters.co.nz/get_involved/plant_me_instead.asp
mailto:amthompson@doc.govt.nz
http://www.doc.govt.nz/publications/science-and-technical/doc-procedures-and-sops/weeds/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/publications/science-and-technical/doc-procedures-and-sops/weeds/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/publications/science-and-technical/doc-procedures-and-sops/managing-animal-pests/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/publications/science-and-technical/doc-procedures-and-sops/managing-animal-pests/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/
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Purchase of Te Oranga Whenua, QEII 
Covenant, Stokes Valley.

We congratulate Hutt City Council (HCC) on purchasing 
this impressive 22-hectare property, significant because of 
its size and diversity of habitats, and the stature, ecological 
health and diversity of its indigenous vegetation. Wellington 
Botanical Society botanised Te Oranga Whenua on 4 
May 2002, since which time it is likely that the impressive 
number of species listed on that day would be even greater, 
given that the previous owners operated pest control 
there for over a decade. For example, kiekie, Freycinetia 
banksii, is both flowering and fruiting in this forest, a rare 
phenomenon in the Wellington region, because it is so 
palatable to rats and possums. 

In the centre of the catchment is an extensive wetland 
where kahikatea, tōtara, beech, pukatea and kāmahi, tower 
over swamp maire, nīkau, several tree fern species, and 
swamp gahnia. Broadleaved tree species range from hīnau 
and tawa to black maire and fuchsia. The drier areas are 
dominated by kānuka and epacrids such as mingimingi.

During BotSoc’s visit in 2002, five podocarp species, 
forty-seven dicotyledonous tree and shrub species, three 
climbing rātās, thirty-nine fern species including eight 
filmy ferns, seven orchid species, eleven sedge species and 
nine rush species were listed. 

Notable in the canopy was the audible presence of 
eleven indigenous bird species. An historic feature of the 
property is a benched track, c. one hundred and sixty years 
old, winding gently around gullies and spurs, providing 
easy access.

Submissions on HCC’s intention to gazette the whole 
property as Scenic Reserve under the Reserves Act 1977, 
have now closed and the result will shortly be known.

Barbara Mitcalfe

World’s plant experts call for renewed 
plant conservation efforts

Over 2000 scientists from 73 nations attending the 18th 
International Botanical Congress in Melbourne, Australia, 
called on the governments of the world to act to halt 
further declines in the plant life of the planet. The Congress 
acknowledged that:
•	 As many as two-thirds of the world’s 350,000 plant 

species are in danger of extinction in nature during the 
course of the 21st century.

•	 Human beings depend on plants for almost every aspect 
of life, and our expectations of using them to build more 
sustainable, healthier, and better lives in the future. 

•	 Plant diversity is increasingly threatened world-wide 
as a result of habitat loss, unsustainable exploitation of 
plant resources, pollution, climate change, the spread of 
invasive species and pathogens, and many other factors. 

•	 Renewed and intense efforts are urgently needed 
world-wide by governments, intergovernmental 
bodies, and scientific, environmental, and conservation 
organisations and institutions, if the loss of plant 
diversity is to be halted.

In adopting six resolutions, they asked for the incorporation 
and mainstreaming of the objectives of the Global 
Strategy for Plant Conservation (GSPC) into all relevant 

plans, policies and programmes, including economic 
development policies, and programmes to achieve 
sustainable development and poverty alleviation, as well as 
into national biodiversity strategies and action plans.

They also challenged botanical, environmental and 
conservation organisations, such as the Network, to 
redouble their efforts to achieve the objectives of the Global 
Strategy by 2020.

Finally, they asked governments, inter-governmental 
agencies and donors to provide new resources to support 
plant conservation actions and to help build capacity for 
the management and conservation of plant resources 
world-wide.

Source: NZ Plant Conservation Network

Re-measuring the Hutt River Native 
Plant Riparian Trial Sites

To summarise: as early as the 1990s BotSoc had been been 
suggesting to Wellington Regional Council, now Greater 
Wellington Regional Council, GWRC, to use native plant 
species for riverbank protection, instead of the ubiquitous 
willows and poplars. In 2001 Dr Ian Atkinson and I took 
up the cudgels to reactivate the campaign. Eventually in 
November 2001 a panel of BotSoc representatives and the 
GWRC Flood Protection team met and agreed that “ Trials 
involving the use of native species in ‘front-line defence’ 
situations be established”. By 2002 both parties had set up 
and agreed on protocols for the trials. It should be noted 
that our intention was not to compare the performance of 
natives with willows or poplars, but to compare selected 
native species with other selected native species, in 
riparian protection. The 5-year trials took place from 2003 
– 2007. GWRC paid for and planted the plants, all of which 
were PB 3-sized, and selected the three Hutt River sites. At 
each site were five rows of fifty plants, in a one-metre grid 
pattern, for example, at site 1, opposite Maoribank: 

Row 1, 50 × Phormium tenax 
Row 2, 50 × Phormium cookianum 
Row 3, 50 × Austroderia (= Cortaderia) fulvida 
Row 4, 50 × Podocarpus totara 
Row 5, 50 × Plagianthus regius. 

Each Spring, we measured the plants’ height and crown 
diameters and these data were recorded by GWRC.  After 
each measuring, I wrote up the results in the BotSoc 
newsletter so I won’t repeat them here, and in 2007, at the 
end of the trials, Landcare Research analysed and reported 
on the data we had collected, declaring Plagianthus regius 
the best performer. GWRC chose not to continue the 
trials, however following Landcare’s suggestion, they have 
now agreed to help with one more measuring, which will 
take place on Wednesday 5 October. Meanwhile, several 
floods—some of them completely overtopping the sites—
and rank growth of blackberry, broom and gorse, have 
contributed to the loss of significant numbers of the plants. 
At the time of printing this newsletter, it is not known in 
what form our data from next Wednesday’s measuring 
will be used. I’ll keep you posted. Meanwhile, if anyone is 
interested in joining in the measuring, I’d be very happy to 
hear from you on 475 7149 or bmitcalfe@clear.net.nz.

Barbara Mitcalfe 

mailto:bmitcalfe@clear.net.nz
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Paekākāriki – Pukerua Escarpment
Th e steep land above SH1 and the North Island Main 
Trunk railway is owned by Kiwirail Ltd. In 1999 the railway 
land was covenanted to Queen Elizabeth II Trust (QEII), 
and in 2000 NgaUruora Kāpiti Project (NUKP) signed a 
Management Agreement with QEII. Th e agreement gives 
NUKP the responsibility to protect and enhance the open 
space natural values. Th is includes managing all the threats 
to indigenous vegetation and wildlife from invasive weeds, 
rabbits, possums, rodents and other exotic animals. Our 
objective is to restore native vegetation to a mixture of 
kohekohe forest and wind-shorn scrub. We hope this will 
attract birds and help to provide “eco-corridors” from the 
coast to the inland forests, and along the coast, by linking 
the existing isolated patches of native bush.

NUKP was founded in 1997 when work on the 
escarpment began. We run three nurseries attached to 
schools in Pukerua Bay, Paekākāriki and Raumati South 
where we grow native trees from locally-sourced seed. 
Over 10,000 trees are grown each year. We have planted 
native trees below the ‘Ecoforest’ (see trip report in this 
newsletter), on the terraces and further north on the 
escarpment. In summer there is little water here, so we have 
built an irrigation scheme to help the seedlings become 
established. We also have a big planting programme at the 
northern end of the escarpment below Paekākāriki Hill 
Road. Access along the escarpment is not easy, so building 
tracks is part of our work. We hand-built a zig-zag track 
from the road to the 100-m contour (Bob’s Track) and a 
track—known as the Ho Chi Minh—running south from 
Paekākāriki Overbridge. 

NUKP relies on a mixture of volunteers and paid staff . 
For fi ve years we have had a full-time Field Offi  cer and 
several part-time paid workers. We run a contracting 
business which does weed control and planting work 
for local councils. Th e profi ts provide us with a small 
independent income to spend on our own restoration 
objectives. Otherwise we must raise funds from various 
funding organisations. Over the years we have been 
funded by Lotteries, Sustainable Management Fund, DOC, 
Greenfl eet, GWRC, KCDC, Pacifi c Development and 
Conservation Trust, and Community Conservation Trust.

We have a policy of removing invasive weeds as far as 
possible. English, German and Cape ivys are a big challenge. 
Periwinkle is also very persistent near the railway. Among 
the native weeds, we remove all karo trees and seedlings, 
and in the ‘Ecoforest’ we remove karaka seedlings. Th e 
escarpment was farmed until the early 1990s, so exotic rank 
grasses still cover most of the steep areas. It is interesting to 
note that these grasses are gradually being over-topped by 
Muehlenbeckia complexa and native bush in many places. 
We are relying on natural regeneration to provide bush 
cover over the vast expanse of the escarpment in the long 
run. We have a monitoring programme with a series of 
photopoints to record long-term changes in the vegetation. 
Maps, and information on weeds, planting, volunteering 
and workbees, are on our website, www.kapitibush.org.nz.

Th ere are plans to build a walkway along the escarpment 
as part of Te Araroa (Cape Reinga to Bluff ). Th is will make 
the escarpment much more accessible and we hope that 
people from Wellington and elsewhere will become more 
aware and supportive of our work.

Note: See the report of the fi eld trip to the Paekākāriki 
Escarpment forest remnant in this newsletter.

Ken Fraser

Some Common Fungi at Mount 
Holdsworth by Di Batchelor

As a mycologist I’m inclined to say that any new publication 
on fungi is a good publication. Apart from Geoff  Ridley’s 
updated guide, and the Fungi of New Zealand Flora, there 
is very little published material available in New Zealand, 
so it’s always nice to see new publications come out.

Di Batchelor’s booklet Some Common Fungi at Mt 
Holdsworth is a lovely little publication, just the right size 
to put in your backpack for 
your next trip to Mount 
Holdsworth. Di published 
the booklet as a popular 
summary of her Master of 
Science thesis at Victoria 
University.

Di begins by 
introducing the kingdom 
fungi and summarises the 
major fungal lifestyles: 
mycorrhizal, saprophytic 
and parasitic. She then 
describes the common 
genera of fungi under 
these lifestyles with a 
text description. After 
the descriptions of 
genera, Di proceeds to 
species, with a text description and photograph for each 
species.

Th e main genera you might expect to fi nd in old growth 
Nothofagus forest such as at Mount Holdsworth are 
included, e.g. Cortinarius, Russula, Entoloma and Lactarius. 
I also appreciated seeing some rare species such as 
Russula miniata and Chalciporus auranticus, the updated 
names for Cortinarius peraurantiacus and Cortinarius 
porphyroideus, formerly our old friends Th axterogaster 
aurantiacus and Th axterogaster porphyreum.

Di fi nishes the booklet by giving good advice on 
collecting and eating fungi. In short, get permission before 
you collect on DOC land, and always be sure of your 
identifi cations. I don’t agree with her that the best fungi to 
eat are the ones you buy in supermarkets!

Finally, thanks to the Department of Conservation for 
supporting the publication of Di’s booklet. Some Common 
Fungi at Mount Holdsworth can be downloaded from 
DOC’s website at: www.doc.govt.nz/upload/documents/
conservation/native-plants/wellington-publications/
holdsworth-fungi.pdf.

Printed copies can be purchased for $7.50 from 
the DOC Wellington Visitor Centre, 18 Manners St, 
Wellington.

Alison Stringer
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Matiu matters
The planted trees continue to thrive on Matiu/Somes 
Island, the fulfilment of thirty years’ planting by Lower 
Hutt Forest and Bird. In celebration, the branch has 
published A New Cloak for Matiu - He Korowai Hou mō 
Matiu – The restoration of an island ecology. Written by 
Janet Hector, this 104-page, A5 book is profusely colour 
illustrated. It covers the story of the planting programme, 
the introduction of birds, tuatara and other lizards, and 
other aspects of ecological restoration.

The book is available in some bookshops for $25. 
BotSoccers can obtain it for $20, p&p included, from Theo 
Fink, 95 Tawhai St, Stokes Valley, Lower Hutt 5019, or 
theoanne@clear.net.nz.

DOC has taken over the planting programme, while 
Lower Hutt Branch maintains the nursery and assists DOC 
where required.

Stan Butcher
Ed: This article was inadvertently omitted from the May 
newsletter.

Appeal for donations from Koiata 
Botanical Trust

Wellington Botanical Society members will be as distressed 
as our Trustees are by the news of the lightning-induced fire 
which swept through approximately a quarter of Hinewai 
Reserve recently. Coupled with the ongoing earthquakes, 
this is a very unsettled and stressful time for Hugh Wilson 
and his helpers at Hinewai.

The Koiata Botanical Trust was established in 1988 
from generous, private donations. Its objectives are to 
increase public awareness of New Zealand vegetation 
and flora; support one or more New Zealand botanists to 
undertake research; help with publication of the research 
and encourage interaction with the public through popular 
publications, lectures and field trips. The current Trustees 
are: Ilse Breitwieser, Paul Broady, Rod Hay, Colin Webb 
and Anthony Wright, and the Trust Secretary is Michael 
Hooker from Hooker Associates, Chartered Accountants.

On behalf of the Trustees I am personally appealing to 
you for donations to the Trust Fund. In recent years the 
income from the trust has supported botanical research 
and for over 20 years the Trust has supported Hugh himself 
with his research on the Banks Peninsula flora and the 
wonderful outreach that he does into the community—
both general and botanical—from his base at Hinewai. 

Our major thrust at the present is supporting Hugh 
towards publication of his latest book Plant Life on Banks 
Peninsula.

If you are able to assist, please forward donations to the 
Koiata Botanical Trust
c/o Hooker Associates Limited
PO Box 4415
CHRISTCHURCH 8140
(cheques payable to Koiata Botanical Trust) 

Your support will be gratefully appreciated by the 
Trustees as we work to further botanical research, and in 
particular at this time, Hugh’s work.

Dr Colin Webb, Chair

New protected areas
Wetland to be protected 
Lake Papaitonga Scenic Reserve (135ha) in Horowhenua 
will be enhanced through DOC’s purchase of a 17-ha 
adjoining wetland, Conservation Minister Kate Wilkinson 
announced recently. Preston’s Wetland, within a block 
of land earmarked for rural subdivision, was once part 
of a natural water regime, whereby the bulk of the 
western catchment flowed through the wetland into Lake 
Papaitonga, a dune lake in the Horowhenua coastal plain 
that was purchased by the Crown more than a century ago. 
Developing the wetland for farming over the past 20 years 
diverted water away from the lake, which became shallow 
and stagnant, and unappealing to the wetland birds that 
foraged there. 

When Global Management and Investment Ltd 
purchased the adjacent block for a rural subdivision in 
2007, DOC sought protective measures for Lake Papaitonga 
in the company’s resource consent application to subdivide 
the land. The company, also keen to see the lake enhanced, 
offered to sell Preston’s Wetland to DOC, with agreement 
now reached to acquire the wetland as a scenic reserve. 

“This is a significant conservation gain which will 
restore the values of the lake and allow opportunities for 
the community to get involved in its restoration,” Ms 
Wilkinson said.

Access to lake secured
Genesis Power Ltd and DOC have agreed on the creation of 
a public access and carpark easement from Te Wharau Rd 
to the upper part of Lake Kourarau, Te Wharau Rd, 15km 
south-east of Masterton. This resulted from Government’s 
Lands of Potential Interest process, which enables by 
agreement significant conservation values to be protected 
before a property is sold into private ownership. This lake, 
up to 6m deep, with extensive shallows at the south end, is 
used as part of an electricity generation system. The lake 
was formed before the 1930s, when the earth dam across 
Kourarau Stream was built by the Wairarapa Electric Power 
Board. Its catchment is in the Maungaraki Range. The lake 
contains rainbow and brown trout, and provides important 
habitat for wetland bird species, both indigenous and 
exotic. 

David Bishop 
Conservation Support Officer (Statutory Land Management) 

Wellington Hawke’s Bay Conservancy, DOC 
PO Box 5086, 181-189 Thorndon Quay, Wellington 

DDI: 04-470-8428; VPN: 8428: E-mail: dbishop@doc.govt.nz

Pōhutukawa yields no honey
For the first time since he started bee-keeping in the 
Wellington region forty years ago, Frank Lindsay extracted 
no pōhutukawa honey from his 400 Wellington hives last 
autumn. Just as the buds were about to burst, Wellington 
had a very wet spell. The flowers opened but produced 
no nectar. Instead the trees put all their energy into new, 
leafy growth. There may have been other, unobserved, 
consequences to this unusual gap in the food chain, as well 
as the effect on his honey production. If you know of any, 
please contact me.

Julia Stace, bee-keeper  
E-mail: jbwstace@clear.net.nz

mailto:theoanne@clear.net.nz 
mailto:dbishop@doc.govt.nz
mailto:jbwstace@clear.net.nz
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Plant of the month
After I attended a meeting of Auckland Botanical Society 
at which a member gave a presentation on a native plant, 
I introduced the idea to Wellington BotSoc. The following 
presentations have since been made, before the main 
speaker, at recent public meetings:
March: Carol West Macropiper excelsum kawakawa
April: Rodney Lewington Rhabdothamnus solandri  
 NZ gloxinia
May: Mick Parsons Einadia trigonos
June: Chris Moore Solanum aviculare, S. laciniatum 
 poroporo
July: Barbara Mitcalfe Urticaceae, the nettle family
August: (A.G.M.)

The series will resume at our October meeting. If you 
would like to make a presentation at one of our meetings, 
please contact me.

Carol West 
Carolwest@xtra.co.nz

Wellington Botanical Society NIWA 
Science Fair Prize

This year’s prize for the best exhibit involving New 
Zealand native plants at the NIWA Wellington Science 
and Tecnology Fair was earned by Charlotte Hann, a senior 
pupil at Wellington East Girls’ College.

Charlotte’s project compared the water and biomass 
loss of drying Coprosma repens leaves from varying habitats 
ranging from the exposed coast to sheltered bush. She 
made meticulous measurements of weight and thickness 
over a period of several weeks as individual leaves dried out 
at ambient temperature. This provided daily measures for 
fifteen leaves from each of six habitats.

The display included micro-photographs of leaf cross-
sections to illustrate the thicker epidermis and cuticle 
of leaves from exposed areas. Surprisingly the drying 
experiment showed no significant difference in the rate at 
which leaves from exposed and sheltered areas lost water.

Rodney Lewington and Mick Parsons 

TRIP REPORTS

5 January 2011: Takahē Valley, Fiordland National Park
We were fortunate to be given 
permission by DOC to visit Lake 
Orbell. The valley is gained by a steep 
climb through the forest from Lake 
Te Anau at the Te Anau glow-worm 
caves. Tunnel Burn, which drains 
Lake Orbell and forms the caves, 
disappears into the ground about 
half way down from the lake. The 
lake itself is below the bushline and is 
surrounded by a mixture of shrubland 
and red tussock grassland. There are 
some large limestone bluffs above the 
lake that are home to the limestone 
endemic Chionochloa spiralis. There 
was not a lot of time for botanising 
that day as we had a boat to catch and 
were restricted as to where we could 

actually go, but it was a rare privilege 
being allowed to visit the valley. The 
takahē did not put in an appearance, 
but their distinctive droppings were 
all along the lake shore. My final plant 
of note is Aciphylla takahea growing 
in Hebe odora shrubland at the outlet 
of Lake Orbell.

David Lyttle 
Botanical Society of Otago

 
Tony Aldridge reports that his 
“strongest impressions from the valley 
were the species of mistletoe from 
the landing up to the hut and lake, 
plus the persistent, and fresh, possum 
sign. To me the forest seemed to be in 

a state of tension. Can mistletoe and 
possum co-exist?”

He recalls:
•	 “a panax tree at the mouth of the 

Te Anau caves
•	 marine fossils as they crossed the 

river just before the hut
•	 abundant takahē droppings 

(Brian Rance thought the 
birds extruded several  
metres per day)

•	 counters on trees to mark progress 
to hut, and enabling the party to 
record vegetation changes 

•	 painting on roof of hut—by local 
school art teacher?

•	 bottomless tea cup at base of 
track”.

New species of lichen found
Recently published in Australian 
Lichenology 69: 33–35, July 2011, is a 
new species of corticolous lichen—
Pertusaria southlandica. A. Knight, 
Elix & A.W. Archer.

It was found by Allison Knight 
on the combined Wellington BotSoc 
and BotSoc of Otago camp at Boyd 
Creek, between Te Anau and Milford. 
Recognised by Allison as something 
different, the specimen was examined 
by experts on the genus in Sydney and 
Canberra. After visual and chemical 
comparisons with similar members 
of the genus, it was found to be a new 

species, then named for the district in 
the South Island where it was found.

 

Pertusaria southlandica. growing on a twig 
of Nothofagus solandri among bog pine 
Halocarpus bidwillii beside the car park before 
the ford on the track to Boyd Creek Lodge. 
Photo Allison Knight.

mailto:Carolwest%40xtra.co.nz?subject=
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5 February 2011: ‘Warren’s Saddle’, Kaitoke Regional Park
Map: Topo50-BP33 Featherston
We met near the Hutt River water 
intake weir, and from the grassy 
picnic area, botanised up the valley 
of “Norbert Creek”, using as a guide 
a plant list provided by Pat Enright 
covering a nearby part of the southern 
Tararua Range. In the valley, we saw 
Carmichaelia odorata, Metrosideros 
colensoi, pukatea and swamp maire. 
We climbed out of the gorgy section 
following some markers on the true 
right, to gain the crest of a broad spur. 
Here we had lunch, then sidled round 
to the true right bank of the creek, 
past a big rimu to see a 1.6 m-diameter 
kahikatea on the opposite bank. 
Other features included three species 
of grammitis, G. billardierei, G. 
ciliata, and G. pseudociliata, lace 
fern/Leptolepia novae-zelandiae, 
lance fern/Loxogramme dictyopteris 
(formerly Anarthropteris lanceolata), 
and a gastrodia orchid. From the 
lunch spot, we sidled towards the 

Hutt River, botanised an area of beech 
forest which included a probable 
red beech/hard beech hybrid, then 
descended a spur, dropping steeply 
down an old track back into ”Norbert 
Creek”. We did not have time to 
botanise as far as “Warren’s Saddle”.

The plant list we prepared will 

be sent to Greater Wellington 
Regional Council and the NZ Plant 
Conservation Network.

Participants: Anna Burrows, 
Chris Hopkins, Chris Horne (scribe), 
Barbara Mitcalfe, Rodney Lewington, 
Mick Parsons, Darea Sherratt, Owen 
Spearpoint (leader).

11 June 2011: Upper ‘Solomon Knob’ spur, Wainuiomata catchment
Map: Topo50-BQ32 Lower Hutt.
The weather had cleared from the 
heavy overnight rain, but more was 
expected about the middle of the day, 
so we moved quickly to the start of 
the spur just through the gate at the 
old Morton Dam on the Wainuiomata 
River. We were privileged to have 
access to this gem of a forest, 
thanks to permission from Greater 
Wellington Regional Council ranger, 
Grant Timlin. The lower part of the 
spur known as ‘Solomon’s Knob’ 
is one of the first major ecological 
reconstruction projects attempted 
in the Wellington region in the early 
1990s. Eco-sourced species were 
planted on this dry, gorse-infested, 
north-west facing slope; probably 
over a silt layer sourced from 
the base of the now defunct dam 
nearby. Pest control was essential 
for the establishment phase of this 
revegetation. A surprise invader, in 
shrubland, right beside the track, was 
a Macadamia tetraphylla seedling!

The spur has a trail for servicing 
stoat traps as part of a network 
throughout the Wainuiomata 
catchment. We moved quickly up 
the first 1km of this trail to trap 13 as 
we had thoroughly botanised this on 
the previous trip in May 2010. The 

challenge was to add to the Mitcalfe/ 
Horne list comprising over 145 native 
species that took us to the top of the 
spur where the spur intersects the 
East Whakanui Track. We reached 
an area of successional forest that 
was victim of extensive pig rooting. 
It seemed even worse than when 
seen on the last trip. It was here in 
the disturbed area that we added 
Diplodium alobulum.

The canopy soon became 
predominantly silver beech and 
black beech. We saw the odd 
emergent northern rātā, but near 
the trail they appeared to be mainly 
damaged stumps supporting aged 
kāmahi. Along the trail was extensive 
Metrosideros fulgens, much of it in 
flower. As we progressed up the 
spur, the trackside Coprosma species 
graduated from predominantly 
Coprosma rhamnoides to C. 
foetidissima and the confusing C. 
colensoi. 

Before lunch, in the last of 
the dry weather, we had added 
Hymenophyllum villosum. The dark 
clouds above accentuated the damp 
nature of this spur and it was not 
surprising then that, among this cloud 
forest, we found Hymenophyllum 
pulcherimum and H. flabellatum near 

the top as an addition to the already 
extensive list of filmy ferns. Soon we 
saw three small plants of Brachyglottis 
kirkii, two of them suffering from 
serious browsing damage. We added 
Sticherus cunninghamii and mountain 
five-finger just before turning 
back after we had reached the East 
Whakanui Track.

We turned back and soon noticed 
a lot more S. cunninghamii on the way 
down. Puzzled as to why we had not 
seen it on the way up, it soon became 
clear that we were on a different trail 
that was leading down the spur to 
Nīkau Stream, two catchments away 
from our intended route, with a much 
steeper descent! Also above us were 
hard beech, the first time we had 
recorded this in the catchment. Amid 
the scramble down we noted the 
slippery clay banks were festooned 
with mats of Libertia micrantha. 
Happily with aid of fortuitous cell-
phone reception, we avoided the 
expected additional half-hour walk 
back to the vehicles. 

Participants: Gavin Dench, 
Chris Hopkins, Chris Horne, 
Barbara Mitcalfe, Sheelagh Leary, 
Rodney Lewington. Pat McLean, 
Mick Parsons (leader/scribe), Darea 
Sherratt, Sunita Singh, Roy Slack. 

Leptolepia novae-zelandiae. Photo: Jeremy Rolfe.
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2 July 2011: Johnston Hill Reserve, Karori
Map: Topo50-BQ31 Wellington.
On the coldest day of the year, with 
frost on the ground, we assembled 
at the start of Standen St and walked 
through Karori Cemetery to the 
start of the track into Johnston Hill 
Reserve. For a change, instead of the 
usual practice of supplying a plant 
list resulting from an earlier recce of 
the site, we gave each person a “pro-
forma”, plant-recording sheet to fill in 
as they botanised. On the sheet were 
the usual headings such as Podocarps 
... Sedges ... Orchids, etc., with spaces 
underneath for listing the various 
species seen. 

We proceeded for c. 300 metres 
through second-growth, mixed 

indigenous and adventive forest 
which took about an hour, noting 
the beneficial effects of ten years 
of possum control, evident in the 
density of the mostly indigenous 
understorey. Then we re-grouped 
and invited members to say what 
species they had listed, and which 
category they had put them into, thus 
compiling a draft list of all plants seen 
by the whole group. Later, shivering 
under pines as we ate our half-frozen 
sandwiches, we recalled “the old days” 
when we would certainly have boiled 
the billy. More pines, then briskly we 
climbed to scrub-covered Johnston 
Hill summit via a farm track, enjoying 
a 360° view over Terawhiti, the North 

Makara Stream catchment, a glimpse 
of Te Wai Pounamu/South Island, 
the city, its surrounding ranges, and 
the harbour. We then descended 
via the track to Hauraki St, through 
shrublands and mature indigenous 
forest including several gnarled old 
goblin māhoe. Hot drinks in a Karori 
cafe were a fitting finale to a good 
day’s botanising.

Participants: Gavin Dench, 
Chris Horne (co-leader), Rodney 
Lewington, Pat McLean, Barbara 
Mitcalfe (co-leader), Chris Moore, 
Sunita Singh, Darea Sherratt, Julia 
Stace.

16 July 2011: Te Marua Bush workbee
Map: Topo50-BP32 Paraparaumu
On a fine day, 12 people from BotSoc 
and Upper Hutt Forest and Bird, and 
Steve Edwards, Kaitoke Regional Park 
ranger, planted 145 native trees to fill 
gaps in the more recent plantings. The 
last two years have had good growing 
conditions for establishing plants, 
and this is noticeable throughout 
the bush. Numerous seedlings have 
appeared among the older plantings, 
and in the original Bush, including 
black maire up to 40 cm high, 
which will be planted out next year, 
and increasing numbers of tawa. 
During the year a contractor sprayed 
tradescantia which was spreading 
again, particularly where SH2 was 
extended into the edge of the Bush 
when the road was widened. The 

spraying was most effective, so no 
hand-weeding has been needed this 
year.

We picked up assorted rubbish 
that had been blown or thrown into 
the Bush, including seven big black 
plastic rubbish bagfuls dumped by 
some lazy person who missed the 
rubbish collection.

The crowns of three large black 
maire again appeared in poor 
condition and were photographed. 
Greater Wellington (GW) have been 
asked to monitor them. 

Relatively recent damage, 
appearing to be herbicide-related, 
in several sites in the Bush, has 
been reported to GW for follow up. 
Identifiable graffiti tagged on mataī 
trunks at the site of the illegal camp 

set up two years ago has been notified 
to the police.

No plant additions were made to 
the Te Marua Bush species list, but we 
noted that the Ileostylus micranthus 
mistletoe planted years ago on 
Melicope simplex had plenty of fruit. 
Eastern rosella, Platycercus eximius 
was added to the adventive bird list.

We finished the work by lunch-
time, thanks to the efforts of our 
helpers.

Participants: Bruce Austin, 
Trudi Bruhlmann, Barbara Clark, 
Steve Edwards, Chris Horne, Rodney 
Lewington, Barbara Mitcalfe (co-
scribe) Sue Millar (co-leader/co-
scribe), Chris Moore, Alan Sheppard, 
Glennis Sheppard (co-leader), Darea 
Sherratt. 

6 August 2011: Paekākāriki Escarpment forest remnant
Map: Topo50-BP32 Paraparaumu
We met opposite Paekakariki Café 
in Beach Road. Some people came 
by train from Wellington, but we all 
had to use private cars for the trip 
to the centre of the escarpment. We 
travelled in convoy to make sure that 
no car missed the parking area at 
the bottom of Nga Uruora’s zig-zag 
track which climbs c. 100 m up the 
hillside over a railway tunnel. At the 
top of the track we stopped under a 
cabbage tree and talked briefly about 
what Nga Uruora is doing. A plant 
list prepared by Maggie Wassilieff in 
2010 was handed out, and copies of 
her report “Vegetation of Paekakariki 

– Pukerua Escarpment Ecoforest” for 
Nga Uruora.

Just above the cabbage tree we 
entered the forest. On the left we 
saw a large-leaved milk tree, Streblus 
banksii, planted about ten years ago. 
We were in a wide gully, known as 
‘Slump Gully’, covered with loose 
boulders. The lack of understorey 
indicates that erosion is continuing. 
The size of the trees, which are mostly 
kohekohe, with occasional karaka, 
suggests that a large slump occurred 
here perhaps 200 years ago. Karaka 
seedlings grow profusely under karaka 
trees. They are pulled out regularly. 
We climbed out of the gully on its 

south side into an area of profuse 
groundcover and understorey growth. 
On the sides of the gully there are 
more mixed broadleaf trees and the 
canopy is lower. Tree species include 
māhoe, akiraho, ngaio, pigeonwood, 
māpou and tītoki. The climbing ferns 
Arthropteris tenella and Blechnum 
filiforme were common, both ferns 
creeping over rocks to form mats.

We climbed slowly to a shelf 
where we were delighted to find, near 
our lunch spot, a young mataī, the 
first to be discovered in this forest. 
Then we climbed to the forest margin, 
and across rank grass pasture saw 
the large gully to the south which is 
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clothed in wind-sculptured Coprosma 
propinqua, and areas of native bush 
with kānuka and whararaki.

Our return trip was straight down 
‘Slump Gully’ which is quite steep at 
the top. We saw spectacular examples 
of puka, Griselinia lucida, which 
started growth as an epiphyte, then 
sent roots to the ground. The upper 
trunk was much thicker than the 
roots. Also we noted several examples 
of akiraho, Olearia paniculata, which 
had very thick trunks.

At the top of the zig-zag track we 
turned right and walked along Nga 
Uruora’s track past areas where ngaio, 
taupata, five-finger and karamu have 
been planted to fill grassy areas. These 
trees are irrigated from a tank high on 
the hill fed from the stream in upper 
‘Slump Gully’. We passed through 
another patch of high kohekohe 
forest, and reached the terraces. These 
were built by Kiwirail about 1990 to 
stabilise the hillside because there 
was evidence of downward creep in 
the tunnel below. From the terrace 
we saw more NgaUruora plantings to 
the north. These terraces are covered 
in tree lucerne, Chamaecytisus 
palmensis, which was sown about 
2001 to provide shelter for natives to 
grow.

Note: see Paekākāriki–Pukerua 
Escarpment article in this newsletter.

Participants: Sam Buckley, 
Paul Callister, Annie Chapman, Joe 
Clarkson, Barbara Clark, Rosemary 

Collier, Rae Collins, Gavin Dench, 
Ken Fraser (leader/scribe), Chris 
Hopkins, Chris Horne, Pat McLean, 
Barbara Mitcalfe, Chris Moore, Lynne 
Pomare, Sunita Singh, Julia Stace.

3 September 2011: Skull Gully, Wainuiomata Water Catchment
Map: Topo50-BQ32 Lower Hutt.
This significant area of mostly 
unmilled forest includes numerous 
emergent kahikatea, rimu, miro and 
northern rātā. The trunks of some 
these trees, aged 500–800 years, are 
up to 1.0–1.5 m diameter. It is sad, 
that even today, large trees like these 
can be milled legally in some parts 
of the country, destroying a flora 
and fauna habitat that may contain 
undiscovered species. 

In the canopy of these giants we 
saw large clumps of Collospermum 
hastatum, C. microspermum, 
Astelia solandri, orchids e.g. Earina 
autumnalis, E. mucronata and Winika 
cunninghamii; the fern Asplenium 
polyodon, Pittosporum cornifolium 
and Griselinia lucida. The canopy 
below these emergent trees included 
tawa, hīnau, pukatea, black maire, 
white maire and kāmahi. 

We botanised close to the track, 
which crosses Skull Gully Stream 
frequently, leading to a swamp 1.4 km 
from its forks with the Wainuiomata 

River. 
At the start of the track we 

botanised a short distance under tall 
kānuka, that established after logging 
ceased sixty years ago, when the land 
was purchased for water collection 
purposes. 

On a shady, undercut clay stream 
bank, at the first stream crossing, 
we saw Trichomanes elongatum, 
a fern uncommon to Wellington. 
Other plants of interest along the 
track/stream were a mataī* seedling, 
Raukaua edgerleyi* , Clematis forsteri, 
Trichomanes endlicherianum*, 
Carex dissita, C. forsteri, C. secta, 
Polystichum vestitum and hybrids 
with P. silvaticum, and Uncinia 
distans.

The swamp which covers an 
extensive area contains no open water, 
other than small stream pools. It has 
a partial canopy cover consisting of 
mānuka, Coprosma tenuicaulis, with 
regenerating kahikatea towards the 
western margin, and Austroderia 
fulvida prominent on its eastern 

margin. Some plants of interest in 
the swamp and its margins with 
the forest were; Melicope simplex*, 
Raukawa anomalus, Clematis foetida, 
Botrychium biforme, Blechnum 
penna-marina ssp. alpina, Eleocharis 
acuta, Machaerina rubiginosa, 
M. tenax, Schoenus maschalinus, 
Potamogeton suboblongus Typha 
orientalis, Ranunculus amphitrichus 
and R. macropus*.

We thank Greater Wellington 
Regional Council for permission 
to list plants on a field trip in this 
magnificent forest, and will send 
the council, DOC and NZ Plant 
Conservation Network a copy of the 
list.

(* = only one plant seen)
Participants: Gavin Dench, Pat 

Enright, Chris Hopkins (leader/
scribe), Chris Horne, Kath Hurr, Pat 
McLean, Pascale Michel, Barbara 
Mitcalfe, Mick Parsons, Sunita Singh, 
Owen Spearpoint, Grant Timlin 
(GWRC ranger).

Streblus banksii. Illustration: Eleanor Burton.
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EVENING MEETING REPORT

19 September 2011: Ecological corridors – Physical & Social Dimensions
Speaker: Dr Barry Wards, 

molecular bacteriologist turned 
senior adviser on biosecurity.
Barry has a long-held interest in 
conservation and environmental 
protection, and is immediate past-
President of the Forest and Bird 
Protection Society.

To sustain biodiversity over 
generations, we must think beyond 
places to processes. We must reach 
beyond the remnant indigenous 
patches that make up landscapes, 
to the whole, landscape-sized life-
support systems of which they 
are part. Ecological processes that 
maintain and link these fragments, 
such as dispersal, recolonisation and 
species succession, are inhibited 
or non-existent. It is therefore vital 
to identify and make connections 
and corridors for movement and 
dispersal, in order to preserve the 
integrity of entire ecosystems. These 
connections are as much about 
people and communities, as they are 
about the plants and animals that live 
amongst us. Through the protection 
and restoration of Wellington’s fragile 
natural places, and the establishment 
of a network of ecological corridors, 
the Wellington region’s biological 
and human communities will be 
connected and flourish.

Discussions about ecological 
corridors are not only discussions 
about the connections within nature 
and how they are sustained, but also 
about how we connect with nature 
as well. These connections are on 
multiple levels, including recreation, 
utilisation of environmental services, 
spiritual connections with the land 
and even aspects of our cultural 
history.

An ecological corridor can be 
defined as “a physical or biological 
connection between areas that 
allows the movement of species.” 
Conventionally, there are two aspects 
to this: structural connectivity 
(the physical relationship between 
landscape elements), and functional 
connectivity (the degree to which 
landscapes actually facilitate or 
impede the movement of organisms 
or processes). The latter is a product 

of both landscape structure and the 
response of organisms and process 
to it. In addition, just because the 
structure is there does not mean the 
function exists.

Central to the rationale behind 
corridors is the capacity to facilitate 
movement, occurring in different 
patterns and processes, and at 
different scales depending on the 
species or ecological processes of 
interest. Hence we must also refer to 
habitat corridors, those components 
of the landscape that facilitate 
the movement of organisms and 
processes between intact areas of 
intact habitat. These need not be 
linear or narrow and must be defined 
from the perspective of the organism 
or the process being targeted.

Corridors support the movement 
of both biotic processes (e.g., plant 
propagation, animal movement, 
genetic exchange) and abiotic 
processes (water, energy, materials) 
They are process- or species-specific, 
examples including:
•	 Migration corridors—annual 

migratory movements between 
source areas, e.g. path of the 
godwits.

•	 Dispersal corridors—one-way 
movements of individuals or 
populations from one resource 
area to another; critical to 
maintenance of genetic diversity 
and to the persistence of 
fragmented populations.

•	 Commuting corridors—linking 
resource elements of species’ 
home-ranges to support daily 
movements, including breeding, 
resting and foraging, e.g., native 
falcon corridors.
In addition to the above, the term 

“matrix” is introduced to refer to that 
component of the landscape, altered 
from its original state by human use, 
which may vary in cover from human-
dominated to semi-natural, and in 
which corridors and habitat patches 
are embedded. It encompasses urban 
development to agricultural land to 
grassland to forest, and its role largely 
depends on its composition and the 
unique response of the species under 
consideration.

If one looks at the Hutt River as 
an ecological corridor in itself, it is 
obvious that, in addition to the two 
traditional connection concepts of 
structure and function, there is a 
third element, that of social/cultural 
connectivity. This can be defined as 
the degree to which connectivity is 
impacted/influenced by societal and 
cultural considerations, including the 
human connection with landscape 
and environment.

The river and its catchment is 
a significantly changed ecosystem, 
mainly due to human interventions. 
Today we have a plethora of plans for 
its management, relating to waste, 
floods, freshwater, etc. We have major 
issues, including:

Issues of concern
•	 Wetland and habitat loss and 

degradation
•	 Water quality degradation, 

including high nitrogen 
and phosphorous levels and 
sedimentation

•	 Flow reduction
•	 Cyanobacterial and algal blooms
•	 Decrease in fish spawning
•	 Increase in adventive plant 

abundance on parts of the upper 
river

•	 A disrupted longitudinal 
continuum, particularly around 
the river mouth

•	 Water diversion and river 
straightening

•	 River-bed degradation
•	 Loss of torrents
•	 Reservoir flushing
•	 Loss of terrestrial and aquatic 

corridors
•	 Marine impacts of outlet dredging

The cultural and societal history 
of the river and its environs has 
impacts upon corridor management, 
at both an ecological and a political 
level. The river is part of our history 
and our future. We need to have a 
greater awareness of this in order 
to understand the variety and 
complexity of connections that enable 
a healthy functioning ecological 
corridor to operate. 

There have been significant 
changes in invertebrate fauna. As 
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recently as 1900, freshwater molluscs 
were found at Silverstream and the 
river was tidal as far as Melling, 
where flounder, mullet, kahawai 
were harvested. In 1958, it was 
described as, “a laboratory in which 
dozens of ecological experiments 
are being conducted, all essentially 
uncontrolled”.

There are distinct gaps in our 
overall knowledge, including the 
awareness of the need to know that 
knowledge, within and between 
the various agencies responsible 
for parts of the river, and the wider 
catchment management. If we use 
the Hutt River and its catchment as 
an example, we need to connect with 
nature, individually, as communities 
and as an intrinsic part of our lives. 
To do this, we need to get better at 
partnering with people, communities 
and agencies involved with the river, 
improve the overall enabling of 
effort in a co-ordinated direction, 
develop leverage and influence with 
those partners, empowering people 
to make a difference and ensure that 
training and support mechanisms are 
available.

In addition to this, there are several 
additional challenges, the current 
fragmentation in environmental law, 
and reduction in DOC advocacy 
capacity, to name a few.

As a summary, one can say that 
there is an increasing public awareness 
and demand for environmental 
integrity and sustainability. However, 
key land management agencies are 
not well-aligned to address ecosystem 
protection across landscapes. We 
must all work together to protect 
vulnerable ecosystems, to establish 
linkages and ensure they are fully 
functioning. 

Illustrated guide to New Zealand sun orchids, 
Thelymitra (Orchidaceae)
by Jeremy Rolfe and Peter de Lange
Sun orchids are widespread throughout New Zealand, 
growing in open sites from the coast to subalpine 
environments.

This new guide discusses the complexities of Thelymitra 
taxonomy in New Zealand, and has an illustrated key 
and photos to aid identification. 

For the first time in one book, detailed descriptions 
are provided of the 15 sun orchid species accepted 
as native to New Zealand. Interim descriptions of 
a further five awaiting formal description are also 
provided.

A5 format, 64 pages, more than 120 colour photos.

Available now
1 copy: $25 2 copies: $47 3 copies: $68  (prices include postage and GST)

Order on-line at www.nzpcn.org.nz (credit card payments).
or Jeremy Rolfe, 57 Thomas St, Stokes Valley, Lower Hutt 5019; 
e-mail jrrolfe@actrix.co.nz (cheque/direct credit payments).
$20/copy: Wellington BotSoc meetings and 

DOC Wellington Visitor Centre, 18 Manners St, Wellington.

page 14 page 15

 17
18 Post-anther lobe dorsally compressed (as if flattened from above), apex margin toothed. 

Perianth white, pink, slate-blue to mauve. 

 

If YES, the specimen is  
Thelymitra malvina

Go to page 30

If NO, check the specimen carefully and start again

 10
19 Apex of post-anther lobe truncate, having an open flat top, horseshoe-shaped, often 

angled obliquely backwards, usually little toothed and not thickened; cilia yellow, white or 
mauve.

 

If YES, the specimen is  
Thelymitra hatchii

Go to page 24

If NO,   20

 19
20 Column pale purple with yellow stripes, narrow purple band below yellow post-anther 

lobe; apex of post-anther lobe extended into a dome shape (tholiform), margin irregularly 
toothed. Leaves smooth, green with reddish margins and ridges.

 

If YES, the specimen is  
Thelymitra tholiformis

Go to page 42

If NO, check the specimen carefully and start again

 6
21  Column-arms fleshy without any hair-like processes or cilia; perianth pink or pale yellow. 

 

If YES, the specimen is  
Thelymitra carnea

Go to page 20

If NO,   22

 13
14 Post-anther lobe a hood of two distinct halves, not overtopping cilia; flowers between pink 

and blue.

       

   

If YES, the specimen is Thelymitra pauciflora agg. 
including “Ahipara”, “Darkie”, T. cf. brevifolia

Go to pages 33–39

If NO,   15

 14
15  Column narrow, post-anther lobe pale yellow-brown with yellow edge; cilia white, sparse, 

erect. Flowers 1–4, pale blue, rarely open; petals and sepals lanceolate.  
Small plant, leaf often shrivelled and infected with rust fungus.

 

If YES, the specimen is  
Thelymitra colensoi 

Go to page 21

If NO, check the specimen carefully and start again

 13
17 Post-anther lobe almost completely enclosing cilia; margin of apex smooth, usually 

yellow. Perianth white or pink.

   

If YES, the specimen is Thelymitra longifolia agg. 
including “Whakapapa”, “rough leaf”

Go to pages 26–29

If NO,   18

page 25

Thelymitra aff. ixioides   

Endemic: N, S

Fl: Sep–Dec. Leaves deeply ribbed, finely wrinkled undersides. Perianth blue with dark spots on 

petals and dorsal sepal. Post-anther lobe dark purplish near apex, with yellow or orange calli. 

Column arms project from anterior at base of side lobule. Cilia white or mauve. (Descr. p. 53)

A–E: Upper Hutt.
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New Zealand’s Native Trees

• 576 pages
• hardback with jacket

• 2300 colour photographs
• more than 320 species

• RRP $120.00

Available in all good bookstores or online at
www.craigpotton.co.nz
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